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Irish Sea Headline Quotes

Executive Summary
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Over the summer of 2020 the Irish Sea Maritime Fdrwsupported Sea, for energy, environmental protection,
by the University of Liverpool, conducted an online survey to shipping etc. It is also unique in the UK witt
develop a comprehensive picture of the future for the Irish Sea af iR EERE TS S0 5 oo o) (o] = e le
its communities on a whole Irish Sea scale RATFSNBYyOSa Ay 3I2@S

Theaim of the surveywas to discover andxtend our
understanding of whamakes the Irish Sea special for those who FEEEERESERERES R SER NG 7 2 e) 4
use it or live around jtidentifying bothchallenges and work, it's where | live and | feel passionate
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businesses, communities and environmeho. explore these ISYSNY GA2yadé

guestions a theratic approach was taken, but with the
understanding that many issues assscutting, particularly

themessuch aglimate change aL taz @GrtdzsS Ad F20n
R ) change mitigation,e.g., through renewable
Thesurveyresults are summarised in arepstt¢ K S C dzi dzNESiasi NR=REn = FSEVASE NS TaGrs
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is an executive summargnd the findings will be further explored
at a future Irish Sea Maritime Forum event in order to validate an
finalise the research.

Responsesamefrom allsixIrish Sea nationg EnglandRepublic of
Ireland, Isle of Man, Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wadeswvell GLGA S$O02f23A0Ff aSNI
as further afield. Severaksponsesvere not identifiable by and wellbeing of millions of people
country. Respondents were people from national government (residents and visitors) in its six coastal
departments and agencies, research institutions, local and natiofCcRsFA VSN WX I S-RVA-Wo X
businesses, local authorities, a range of NGOs representing
between them environment, recreation and heritagad local
residents. In total over@00 individual comments were received
across the full range of themes exploresshme addressing multiple
points and crosgutting issues and gmrtunities.
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Draft Irish Sea Headlines

Different stakeholders have differeperspectives on the Irish Sea and its value tarth&hissurvey
captured a wide range of views on the reasons why the Irish Sea is an important and special place.
From these a draft set dfish SeaHeadlineshave been developed. These will be tested asfthed

at the next Irish Sea Maritime Forum conference with a view to the headlines being a valuable tool
for use byorganisations developing policy or projects in the Irish Sea area.

w Thediversity of wildlife and habitats of the Irish Sea are highly iogant and valuedfor their
contribution to marine and coastal biodiversity and the network of Marine Protected Areas for
internationally important species and habitatsswell as being important in its own rigtte
natural environment of the Irish Sea offetbenefits forclimate change mitigation, amenitye.g.,
recreational fishing, landscape valwe)d the health and wellbeingf both coastal communities
and visitors to the Irish Send its surrounding region$ hreatsto the Irish Sednclude invasive
non-native speces, climate change and pollutigrincluding plastics.

w Socieeconomic benefits derigd from working on and living in close proximitio the Irish Sea
are important for Irish Sea communities.
w Economic benefitsAwide range of coastal and maritimandustries¢ in particular tourism,
ports and shipping, fisheries and energy generatisnpport localjobs.
w Socialbenefits: Peopleenjoy the amenity valughe Irish Sea and its coastline provide to
them, includingopportunities for recreation and exercisand themore intangible benefits
for health and wellbeingprovided by enjoyingpen spaces and attractive views

w Qossborder governances a key feature fothe Irish Sea, witkixnational administrations, and
good governance and management of activities to provaeg term environmental
sustainabilityfor the Irish Sea area are important to Irish Sea stakeholders.

What make the Irish Sea special?

Good governance ang
management, including

cross border

Nature Conservation Valu

Geology and geograp

Sense of place for loc:

Water quality and
pollution
Environmental qualit
Climate and coastd
change impacts
people

Climate change mitigatio /
Maritime economy-
shipping
Maritime economy- :
fisheries Health & wellbeing

Visitor econom Amenity value

Local coastal econom
(general)



Key Future Issues and Opjmiities

As part of the research respondents were asked to identify uprige top issues and opportunities
for arange othematicarea® ¢ KS F2ff 2gAy 3
identified for each theme. Occasionally the resultsre found to beied, hencetwo points are given.
Again the research findings will be tested and refined at the next Irish Sadtime Forum
conference with a view to the research being a valuable tool for usedmnisations developing
policy or projects in the Irish Sea area.

Theme
Fisheries and aquaculture

Keyissue
Brexit

GrotsS 3IAGBSa |

' KeyOpportunity

Fishers' involvement iresearch & data
Irish Seawide cooperation on a range of]
issues

Energy and energy
infrastructure

Financial issues (energy price, lack ¢
investment)

Promotion and use of 'greener' energy

Ports and shipping

Brexie.
Pollution from shipping.

Environmental improvements to ports
and shipping.
Expansion and diversification of activity|

Blue biotechnology

Environmental issues

Products for people and the planet

Marine and coastal tourism &
recreation

Access and facilities

Development of geand ecatourism

Archaeological and cultural
heritage

Lack of funding.
Coastal change and flooding.

Public education and engagement

Health and wellbeing

Accessibility of the coast

Health benefits from exercise and
connecting with nature

Coastaprotection and
adaptation

Governance, policy and planning.
Litter and pollution.

Coast protection solutions that deliver
multiple benefits

Climate change

Domestic and internationalgicy.
Risks to communities.

Renewable energy.
Future proofingcoastal assets.

Biodiversity

Habitat and species loss

Data and evidence

Marine Protected Areas

Lack of awareness and understandir]
of MPAs

Improving the evidence base and
management

Invasive nomative species

Managing INNS transport mechanisn

Monitoring

Water quality

Farming practices

Researclfstudies and surveys)

Marine and coastal litter

Clean up and enforcement

Cleaning up litter

Marine planning

Awareness and engagement in mari
planning

Benefits of collaborating at an Irish Sea
scale.
Environmental benefits.

Stakeholder engagement

Not applicable; question not asked

Knowledge exchange and advancemen

The future for the Irish Sea
after Brexit

Socieeconomic impacts

Noner
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howeversome opportunities are givesy
respondentsn this andother sections of the

report

For more deta#, please refer to the fulleport W ¢ K S C dzii dzNB
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www.irishseamaritimeforum.org.uk
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Hwhighriséagailable to download from the Irish Sea Maritime Forum website:

1 For more information about the ISMF and its work seev.irishseamaritimeforum.org.uk
’the withdrawal of the UKfrom the European Union
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Introduction

This report provides an analysis of results from a survey undertaken during summer 2020 by the Irish
Sea Maritime ForunThe surveyandpreparation ofthis reporthave been funded andre supported
by the University of Liverpool.

In 2013, following a workshop at the 20X&h Sea Maritime Forummauguralconference and later
consultation, the Irish Sea Maritime Forum published ltteh Sea Issues and Opportunities Report
summarising stakeholder views on the main issues and opportunities for the Irish Sea region at that
time. The reporis available to download from the Irish Sea Maritime Forum website:
http://www.irishseamaritimeforum.org

Results from th020surveyhave been used tapdateissues and opportunitie®r the 2020s,
bringing in themes that were explored during the 2014 ISMF conference on Blue Growth and issues
headliningduring 2020 to provide a comprehensive forwatdokingview. For example:

Improvements to the marine protected area network across the Irish Sea

The mplementation of marine planningy jurisdictions around the Irish Sea

¢tKS 'YQad S6AGKRNI gl f FNRBY (GKS 9dzNRBLISIY ! yAzy
A renewed focus onlgbal challenges such as climate change, invasive species and plastics in the
marine environment
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To develop a comprehensive picture of the future for the Irish Sea and its communities on a whole
Irish Sea scaline survey asked questions to determine

What are thecurrentand futureissues and challenges?

What are the current and futurepportunities?

What newlegislation/policy, etc.isin place or due to be enacted?

Whichissueshavegained new prominence?

What key projects are taking place around the Irish Sea?

What recovering from th€OVIB19 pandemic might mean for the Irish Sea anccissnmunities
both in terms of challenges and opportunities?

= =4 =4 =4 =4 A

The survey usedthematic approachbut with the understanding that many issues aresscutting,
particularly themesuch a<limate change

The information collected during the survey vi# used by the Forum and its partners to:

1 Extend understanding of whahakes the Irish Sea special for those who use it or live around it

1 Produce a repor{this report)looking to the future and responding to the changing context of
the Irish Sea in the@0s this will be freely available.

1 Showcaseurrent project work and future project opportunities around the Irish Sea

inclusion of projects on thiSMF website

Provide evidence of the benefits of tramational multisector stakeholder partnershipork

Qipply evidence for a University of Liverpool Impact Case Sardihe value of the Irish Sea

Maritime Forum

=A =

Over 1000 individual comments were received across the full range of themes explored. Some of the
comments included multiple points and mahad relevance for more than one theme, so where
appropriate, this is reflected in the analysis given in the thematic sections of this report.

It is important to note that the report attempts to provide as faithful an account possible of the
comments mad; comments madéy respondenthiave not been checked for accuracy


http://www.irishseamaritimeforum.org/
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The results presented in this report provide a preliminary picture of what the future and changing
context of the Irish Sea in the 2020s might be and further work will be done to explore and validate

the conclusions.

The findings from the survey will begsented and further discussed at thextlrish Sea Maritime
Forum conference

1The University of Liverpooldgvelopingan Impact Case Study which includes work on the Irish Sea Maritime Forum and projects
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Impact Casé&tudies show hothe research work of higher education establishments has had an effect on, changed or provided bt
to the economy, society, culture, public policy or services, health, the environment or quality of life, beyond academia



The Irish SeaMaritime Forum

The Irish Sea Maritime Foryrestablished in 201&ims to:

w

€€

provide a broaebased forum for all Irish Sea users and provide an opportunity for voices to be
heard

facilitate marine planning knowledge exchange and capacity building acressraflistrative

areas and sectors

facilitate sharing of data and information

encourage and maintain political support for transnational partnership working in support of
marine planning, with the aim of promoting sustainable development in the Irish Semreg
facilitate a more coordinated, efficient planning process for transnational issues/projects and
good working relationships among Irish Sea partners

It is managed by a voluntary Steering Group with representatives frosixalish Sea
administrationsjncluding Government agencies, universities, NGOs and industry representatives.
Thecurrent Chair i¢rish Senator Gerry HorkaA.small voluntary secretariat is providgdntly by
Liverpool University and the North West Coastal Forum.

For more information about the ISMF and its work seew.irishseamaritimeforum.ora.uk

Image:lrish Sea Maritime Foru@onference January 2019, Cardiffales
Left to right: Joe SmithymapnMMO, Roger Pullinlrish Sea Centre, Kirsty LindenbauXatural Resources Wales,
Rhona Fairgrieve, Scottish Coastal Forum, Senator Gerry H8eamad Eireann
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Section 1: Irish SeaHeadlines

Why is the Irish Sea important to people? What makes it special to them?

Different stakeholders have different perspectives on the Irish Sea and its value taatitbthe
survey aimed to capture a wide range of different views on the reasons why the Irish Sea is an
important and special place in order to develop a setaflrish SeaHeadlineswhich can be used by
organisations developing policy or projects in tHeh Sea area.

These headlines developed on a wholdrish Sea basiswill help organisations have a better
understanding of the context within which their proposed policy or project sits and could provide
opportunities for more joineeup thinking andvorking across the administrative and other
boundaries of the Irish Sea.

Respondents were asked to describe what makes the Irish Sea special to them or their sector and to
list the top three most important items from this descriptiofhe results for theop three most
important items are summarised the graphidhelow.

What make the Irish Sea special?

Good governance ang

management, including
cross border

Water quality and
pollution
Environmental qualit
Climate and coasts
change impacts

Climate change mitigatio —
Maritime economy-
shipping
Maritime economy-
fisheries

Nature Conservation Valu

Geology and geograp

Sense of place for loc;
people

Health & wellbeing

Visitor econom Amenity value

Local coastal econom)|
(general)




Summary andraft Headlines

What makes the Irish Sea special? Overwhelminglyabponses indicate that thiish Se& a
environmentl qualities area key factoy with responses citing environmental aspeofghe Irish Sea
totalling 46% ofall the comments received

Thenature conservation value of the species and habitats of tisk [Beavasthe most noted
feature, accounting fo23% ofthe responseswith other factorssuch as water qualit{7.5%) climate
change impacts and mitigatidi7.5%) geology and geography (4%) and general environmental
quality (4%) also being cited esportant.

Economy and sociegach made up 22% of the comments. Economy included the general coastal
economy and the visitor economy (totalling 6. p%hipping (2%), fisheries (6%) and energy
generation (7.5%).

Societal aspects that were noted as impottarcluded health and wellbeing (6%) and amenity value
(6%). Land and seascape (5%) are also included here; they could have been included in
environmental quality above but as they are aesthetic concepts they have been included in society,
along with sensef place (3%) and heritage (1%).

Good governance and managemenincluding cross border governanaeade upthe remaining
10%of responses.

For a full account of all the comments received 8e@ex 1: The headlines in neodetail

Draftheadlines:

w Thediversity of wildlife and habitats othe Irish Seare highlyimportant and valuedfor
their contribution to marine and coastalodiversity andhe network of Marine Protected
Areas foiinternationally important species and habita#ss well as being important in its
own rightthe natural environment of the Irish Seaffers benefits for climate change
mitigation, amenity(e.g, recreational fishing, landscape valwe)d the health and
wellbeingof both coastal communities and visitors to the Irish Sed its surrounding
regions Threatsto the Irish Seanclude invasive nomative species, climate change and
pollution, includirg plastics.

w Socieeconomic benefits derigd from working on and living in close proximitio the Irish
Sea are important for Irish Sea communities

w Economic benefitsAwide range of coastal and maritime industriesin particular
tourism, ports and shipping, fisheries and energy generatismpport local jobs

w Social benefitsPeopleenjoy the amenity valughe Irish Sea and its coastline provide to
them, includingopportunities for recreation and exercisand themore intangible
benefits for health and wellbeingprovided by enjoyingpen spaces and attractive
views.

w Crossborder governances a key feature of the Irish Sea, with 6 national administrations,
and good governance and management of activities to prokidg term environmental
sustainabilityfor the Irish Sea area are important to Irish Sea stakeholders.




Section 2: rish Sea Eonomy

The Irish Sea has a strong and vibrant maritime economy encompassing many sectors and many
different uses of the Irish Sea and its surrounding coastlines. These range from traditional industries

such as fisheries, ports and shipping, to new oppaittes arising from developments in blue

biotechnology and renewable energy which are providing skilled employment for the communities

around the Irish SeaThis section cover

2.1Fisherieand Aquaculture

2.2Energyand Energy Infrastructure

2.3Portsand Shipping
2.4Blue Biotechnology

2.5Marine and Coastal Tourism & Recreation

Respondents could also add any themes they felt were missing.

As part of the research respondents were asked to identify up to 3 top issues and opportunities for

eachi KSYI GAO

FNBlF & ¢KS F2ft2Ay3

GrotS 3IrA@Sa

opportunity identified for each theme. Howevghese are indicative and should not be taken in

isolation; the result here is based on groupings of similar commentswiig subjective process and
respondents were not asked to weight their points. Occasionally the results are tied hence 2 or more

points are given.

Theme
Fisheries and aquaculture

' Top issue
Brexit:

Top Opportunity

Fishers' involvement iresearch &
data

Irish Seawide cooperation on a
range of issues

Energy and energy
infrastructure

Financial issues (energy price
lack of investment)

Promotion and use of 'greene
energy

Ports and shipping

Brexit.
Pollution from shipping

Environmental improvements
to ports and shipping
Expansion and diversification
of activity.

Blue biotechnology

Environmental issues

Products for people and the
planet

Marine and coastal tourism &
recreation

Access and facilities

Development of geo andce-
tourism

*The withdrawal of the UKfrom the European Union

a dzy







































































































































































































































