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Executive Summary 
 

Over the summer of 2020 the Irish Sea Maritime Forum1, supported 

by the University of Liverpool, conducted an online survey to 

develop a comprehensive picture of the future for the Irish Sea and 

its communities on a whole Irish Sea scale.  

The aim of the survey was to discover and extend our 

understanding of what makes the Irish Sea special for those who 

use it or live around it, identifying both challenges and 

ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΣ ƴƻǿ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ LǊƛǎƘ {ŜŀΩǎ 

businesses, communities and environment. To explore these 

questions a thematic approach was taken, but with the 

understanding that many issues are cross-cutting, particularly 

themes such as climate change.  

The survey results are summarised in a report Ψ¢ƘŜ CǳǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ 

/ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ /ƻƴǘŜȄǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ LǊƛǎƘ {Ŝŀ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ нлнлǎΩ of which this report 

is an executive summary, and the findings will be further explored 

at a future Irish Sea Maritime Forum event in order to validate and 

finalise the research. 

Responses came from all six Irish Sea nations ς England, Republic of 

Ireland, Isle of Man, Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales, as well 

as further afield. Several responses were not identifiable by 

country. Respondents were people from national government 

departments and agencies, research institutions, local and national 

businesses, local authorities, a range of NGOs representing 

between them environment, recreation and heritage, and local 

residents. In total over 1000 individual comments were received 

across the full range of themes explored, some addressing multiple 

points and cross-cutting issues and opportunities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ LǊƛǎƘ 

Sea, for energy, environmental protection, 

shipping etc. It is also unique in the UK with 

an overlap of jurisdictions, devolutions, and 

ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ƛƴ ƎƻǾŜǊƴŀƴŎŜΦέ 

 

άLǘǎ ŜŎƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ 

and well-being of millions of people 

(residents and visitors) in its six coastal 

ƧǳǊƛǎŘƛŎǘƛƻƴǎΦέ 

 

ά¢ƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ŦƻǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ L ŀƳ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ƛƴ Ƴȅ 

work, it's where I live and I feel passionate 

about protecting its health for future 

ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΦέ 

 

άwƛŎƘ ŀǊǊŀȅ ƻŦ ƎŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ 

geomorphological features and site along 

the coast and on the sea-bed. These are 

important for research, teaching and geo-

ǘƻǳǊƛǎƳΦέ 

 

ά¢ƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ Ƙŀǎ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŦƻǊ ŎŀǊōƻƴ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜ 

and storage in geological media or for 

energy storage as part of the transition to a 

low carbon ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΦέ 

 

άLǘΩǎ ŀ ǇǊŜŎƛƻǳǎ ƳŀǊƛƴŜ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

receiving end of a lot of plastic pollution 

that has a devastating impact on the 

wildlife in the ǎŜŀΦέ 

ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǾŀƭǳŜ ǘƻƻΣ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ƳƻǊŜ 

intangible, in its health and wellbeing 

benefits: the enjoyment people get from 

being by the sea, the 'sea air' and the 

ǾƛŜǿǎΦέ 

 

Irish Sea Headline Quotes 

άL ŀƭǎƻ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƛǘ ŦƻǊ ƛǘǎ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŦƻǊ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ 

change mitigation, e.g., through renewable 

ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΦέ 

 

ά¢ƘŜ LǊƛǎƘ {Ŝŀ Ƙŀǎ ƛǘǎ ƻǿƴ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ 

ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΦέ 
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What make the Irish Sea special?

Draft Irish Sea Headlines 

Different stakeholders have different perspectives on the Irish Sea and its value to them. This survey 

captured a wide range of views on the reasons why the Irish Sea is an important and special place. 

From these a draft set of Irish Sea Headlines have been developed. These will be tested and refined 

at the next Irish Sea Maritime Forum conference with a view to the headlines being a valuable tool 

for use by organisations developing policy or projects in the Irish Sea area.  

ω The diversity of wildlife and habitats of the Irish Sea are highly important and valued for their 

contribution to marine and coastal biodiversity and the network of Marine Protected Areas for 

internationally important species and habitats. As well as being important in its own right the 

natural environment of the Irish Sea offers benefits for climate change mitigation, amenity (e.g., 

recreational fishing, landscape value) and the health and wellbeing of both coastal communities 

and visitors to the Irish Sea and its surrounding regions. Threats to the Irish Sea include invasive 

non-native species, climate change and pollution, including plastics. 

ω Socio-economic benefits derived from working on and living in close proximity to the Irish Sea 

are important for Irish Sea communities.  

ω Economic benefits: A wide range of coastal and maritime industries ς in particular tourism, 

ports and shipping, fisheries and energy generation - support local jobs.  

ω Social benefits: People enjoy the amenity value the Irish Sea and its coastline provide to 

them, including opportunities for recreation and exercise and the more intangible benefits 

for health and wellbeing provided by enjoying open spaces and attractive views. 

ω Cross-border governance is a key feature of the Irish Sea, with six national administrations, and 

good governance and management of activities to provide long term environmental 

sustainability for the Irish Sea area are important to Irish Sea stakeholders. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Key Future Issues and Opportunities 

As part of the research respondents were asked to identify up to three top issues and opportunities 

for a range of thematic areasΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘŀōƭŜ ƎƛǾŜǎ ŀ ΨǎƴŀǇǎƘƻǘΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ƛǎǎǳŜ ŀƴŘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ 

identified for each theme. Occasionally the results were found to be tied, hence two points are given. 

Again, the research findings will be tested and refined at the next Irish Sea Maritime Forum 

conference with a view to the research being a valuable tool for use by organisations developing 

policy or projects in the Irish Sea area. 

 

Theme Key issue  Key Opportunity 
Fisheries and aquaculture Brexit2 

 
Fishers' involvement in research & data. 

Irish Sea-wide cooperation on a range of 

issues. 

Energy and energy 
infrastructure 

Financial issues (energy price, lack of 

investment) 

Promotion and use of 'greener' energy 

Ports and shipping Brexit2. 

Pollution from shipping. 

Environmental improvements to ports 

and shipping. 

Expansion and diversification of activity. 

Blue biotechnology Environmental issues Products for people and the planet 

Marine and coastal tourism & 
recreation 

Access and facilities Development of geo and eco-tourism 

Archaeological and cultural 
heritage 

Lack of funding. 

Coastal change and flooding. 

Public education and engagement 

Health and wellbeing Accessibility of the coast Health benefits from exercise and 

connecting with nature 

Coastal protection and 
adaptation 

Governance, policy and planning. 

Litter and pollution. 

Coast protection solutions that deliver 

multiple benefits 

Climate change Domestic and international policy. 

Risks to communities. 

Renewable energy. 

Future proofing coastal assets. 

Biodiversity Habitat and species loss Data and evidence 

Marine Protected Areas Lack of awareness and understanding 

of MPAs 

Improving the evidence base and 

management 

Invasive non-native species Managing INNS transport mechanisms Monitoring 

Water quality Farming practices Research (studies and surveys) 

Marine and coastal litter Clean up and enforcement Cleaning up litter 

Marine planning Awareness and engagement in marine 

planning 

Benefits of collaborating at an Irish Sea 

scale. 

Environmental benefits. 

Stakeholder engagement Not applicable ς question not asked Knowledge exchange and advancement 

The future for the Irish Sea 
after Brexit2 
 
 

Socio-economic impacts None*  
*ΩƴƻƴŜΩ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ 

however some opportunities are given by 

respondents in this and other sections of the 

report 

 

For more details, please refer to the full report Ψ¢ƘŜ CǳǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ /ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ /ƻƴǘŜȄǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ LǊƛǎƘ {Ŝŀ ƛƴ 

ǘƘŜ нлнлǎΩ which is available to download from the Irish Sea Maritime Forum website: 

www.irishseamaritimeforum.org.uk 

1 For more information about the ISMF and its work see www.irishseamaritimeforum.org.uk  
2the withdrawal of the UK  from the European Union 

http://www.irishseamaritimeforum.org.uk/
http://www.irishseamaritimeforum.org.uk/


Introduction  

This report provides an analysis of results from a survey undertaken during summer 2020 by the Irish 

Sea Maritime Forum. The survey and preparation of this report have been funded and are supported 

by the University of Liverpool. 

In 2013, following a workshop at the 2012 Irish Sea Maritime Forum inaugural conference and later 

consultation, the Irish Sea Maritime Forum published the Irish Sea Issues and Opportunities Report 

summarising stakeholder views on the main issues and opportunities for the Irish Sea region at that 

time. The report is available to download from the Irish Sea Maritime Forum website: 

http://www.irishseamaritimeforum.org 

Results from the 2020 survey have been used to update issues and opportunities for the 2020s, 

bringing in themes that were explored during the 2014 ISMF conference on Blue Growth and issues 

headlining during 2020, to provide a comprehensive forward-looking view. For example: 

¶ Improvements to the marine protected area network across the Irish Sea 

¶ The implementation of marine planning by jurisdictions around the Irish Sea 

¶ ¢ƘŜ ¦YΩǎ ǿƛǘƘŘǊŀǿŀƭ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ¦ƴƛƻƴ 

¶ A renewed focus on global challenges such as climate change, invasive species and plastics in the 

marine environment 

To develop a comprehensive picture of the future for the Irish Sea and its communities on a whole 

Irish Sea scale the survey asked questions to determine: 

¶ What are the current and future issues and challenges? 

¶ What are the current and future opportunities? 

¶ What new legislation/policy, etc., is in place or due to be enacted? 

¶ Which issues have gained new prominence? 

¶ What key projects are taking place around the Irish Sea? 

¶ What recovering from the COVID-19 pandemic might mean for the Irish Sea and its communities 

both in terms of challenges and opportunities? 

The survey used a thematic approach, but with the understanding that many issues are cross-cutting, 

particularly themes such as climate change.  

The information collected during the survey will be used by the Forum and its partners to: 

¶ Extend understanding of what makes the Irish Sea special for those who use it or live around it. 

¶ Produce a report (this report) looking to the future and responding to the changing context of 

the Irish Sea in the 2020s; this will be freely available. 

¶ Showcase current project work and future project opportunities around the Irish Sea via 

inclusion of projects on the ISMF website  

¶ Provide evidence of the benefits of trans-national multi-sector stakeholder partnership work  

¶ Supply evidence for a University of Liverpool Impact Case Study1 on the value of the Irish Sea 

Maritime Forum  

Over 1000 individual comments were received across the full range of themes explored. Some of the 

comments included multiple points and many had relevance for more than one theme, so where 

appropriate, this is reflected in the analysis given in the thematic sections of this report.  

It is important to note that the report attempts to provide as faithful an account possible of the 

comments made; comments made by respondents have not been checked for accuracy.  

http://www.irishseamaritimeforum.org/


 

 
The results presented in this report provide a preliminary picture of what the future and changing 

context of the Irish Sea in the 2020s might be and further work will be done to explore and validate 

the conclusions.  

The findings from the survey will be presented and further discussed at the next Irish Sea Maritime 

Forum conference. 
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1The University of Liverpool is developing an Impact Case Study which includes work on the Irish Sea Maritime Forum and projects which 

ƘŀǾŜ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ ǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ CƻǊǳƳΩǎ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜΣ ŜΦƎΦ, by bringing partners together, networking, or funding or other workshops. 

Impact Case Studies show how the research work of higher education establishments has had an effect on, changed or provided benefit 

to the economy, society, culture, public policy or services, health, the environment or quality of life, beyond academia. 



The Irish Sea Maritime Forum 

The Irish Sea Maritime Forum, established in 2012, aims to: 

ω provide a broad-based forum for all Irish Sea users and provide an opportunity for voices to be 
heard 

ω facilitate marine planning knowledge exchange and capacity building across all administrative 
areas and sectors 

ω facilitate sharing of data and information 
ω encourage and maintain political support for transnational partnership working in support of 

marine planning, with the aim of promoting sustainable development in the Irish Sea region 
ω facilitate a more coordinated, efficient planning process for transnational issues/projects and 

good working relationships among Irish Sea partners 

It is managed by a voluntary Steering Group with representatives from all six Irish Sea 

administrations, including Government agencies, universities, NGOs and industry representatives. 

The current Chair is Irish Senator Gerry Horkan. A small voluntary secretariat is provided jointly by 

Liverpool University and the North West Coastal Forum. 

For more information about the ISMF and its work see www.irishseamaritimeforum.org.uk  

 

 

  

 
INSERT ISMF EVENT IMAGE OR IMAGES HERE 

 Image: Irish Sea Maritime Forum Conference January 2019, Cardiff, Wales 
Left to right: Joe Smithyman ς MMO, Roger Pullin - Irish Sea Centre, Kirsty Lindenbaum - Natural Resources Wales,  

Rhona Fairgrieve, Scottish Coastal Forum, Senator Gerry Horkan, Seanad Éireann      

 

Image credit: Caroline Salthouse  

http://www.irishseamaritimeforum.org.uk/
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Section 1: Irish Sea Headlines 
 

Why is the Irish Sea important to people? What makes it special to them?  

Different stakeholders have different perspectives on the Irish Sea and its value to them and the 

survey aimed to capture a wide range of different views on the reasons why the Irish Sea is an 

important and special place in order to develop a set of key Irish Sea Headlines which can be used by 

organisations developing policy or projects in the Irish Sea area. 

These headlines ς developed on a whole-Irish Sea basis ς will help organisations have a better 

understanding of the context within which their proposed policy or project sits and could provide 

opportunities for more joined-up thinking and working across the administrative and other 

boundaries of the Irish Sea. 

Respondents were asked to describe what makes the Irish Sea special to them or their sector and to 

list the top three most important items from this description. The results for the top three most 

important items are summarised in the graphic below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

What make the Irish Sea special? 



Summary and Draft Headlines 

What makes the Irish Sea special? Overwhelmingly the responses indicate that the Irish SeaΩǎ 

environmental qualities are a key factor, with responses citing environmental aspects of the Irish Sea 

totalling 46% of all the comments received.  

The nature conservation value of the species and habitats of the Irish Sea was the most noted 

feature, accounting for 23% of the responses, with other factors such as water quality (7.5%), climate 

change impacts and mitigation (7.5%), geology and geography (4%) and general environmental 

quality (4%) also being cited as important. 

Economy and society each made up 22% of the comments. Economy included the general coastal 

economy and the visitor economy (totalling 6.5%), shipping (2%), fisheries (6%) and energy 

generation (7.5%). 

Societal aspects that were noted as important included health and wellbeing (6%) and amenity value 

(6%). Land and seascape (5%) are also included here; they could have been included in 

environmental quality above but as they are aesthetic concepts they have been included in society, 

along with sense of place (3%) and heritage (1%). 

Good governance and management ς including cross border governance, made up the remaining 

10% of responses. 

For a full account of all the comments received see Annex 1: The headlines in more detail. 

 

Draft headlines: 

ω The diversity of wildlife and habitats of the Irish Sea are highly important and valued for 

their contribution to marine and coastal biodiversity and the network of Marine Protected 

Areas for internationally important species and habitats. As well as being important in its 

own right the natural environment of the Irish Sea offers benefits for climate change 

mitigation, amenity (e.g., recreational fishing, landscape value) and the health and 

wellbeing of both coastal communities and visitors to the Irish Sea and its surrounding 

regions. Threats to the Irish Sea include invasive non-native species, climate change and 

pollution, including plastics. 

ω Socio-economic benefits derived from working on and living in close proximity to the Irish 

Sea are important for Irish Sea communities:  

ω Economic benefits: A wide range of coastal and maritime industries ς in particular 

tourism, ports and shipping, fisheries and energy generation - support local jobs.  

ω Social benefits: People enjoy the amenity value the Irish Sea and its coastline provide to 

them, including opportunities for recreation and exercise and the more intangible 

benefits for health and wellbeing provided by enjoying open spaces and attractive 

views. 

ω Cross-border governance is a key feature of the Irish Sea, with 6 national administrations, 

and good governance and management of activities to provide long term environmental 

sustainability for the Irish Sea area are important to Irish Sea stakeholders. 

  



Section 2: Irish Sea Economy  
 

The Irish Sea has a strong and vibrant maritime economy encompassing many sectors and many 

different uses of the Irish Sea and its surrounding coastlines. These range from traditional industries 

such as fisheries, ports and shipping, to new opportunities arising from developments in blue 

biotechnology and renewable energy which are providing skilled employment for the communities 

around the Irish Sea.  This section covers: 

2.1 Fisheries and Aquaculture 

2.2 Energy and Energy Infrastructure 

2.3 Ports and Shipping 

2.4 Blue Biotechnology  

2.5 Marine and Coastal Tourism & Recreation 

Respondents could also add any themes they felt were missing. 

 

As part of the research respondents were asked to identify up to 3 top issues and opportunities for 

each ǘƘŜƳŀǘƛŎ ŀǊŜŀΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘŀōƭŜ ƎƛǾŜǎ ŀ ǎǳƳƳŀǊȅ ΨǎƴŀǇǎƘƻǘΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ƛǎǎǳŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƻǇ 

opportunity identified for each theme. However, these are indicative and should not be taken in 

isolation; the result here is based on groupings of similar comments which is a subjective process and 

respondents were not asked to weight their points. Occasionally the results are tied hence 2 or more 

points are given.  

Theme Top issue  Top Opportunity 
Fisheries and aquaculture Brexit* 

 
 

Fishers' involvement in research & 
data. 
Irish Sea-wide cooperation on a 
range of issues. 

Energy and energy 
infrastructure 

Financial issues (energy price, 
lack of investment) 

Promotion and use of 'greener' 
energy 

Ports and shipping Brexit* . 
Pollution from shipping. 

Environmental improvements 
to ports and shipping. 
Expansion and diversification 
of activity. 

Blue biotechnology Environmental issues Products for people and the 
planet 

Marine and coastal tourism & 
recreation 

Access and facilities Development of geo and eco-
tourism 

*The withdrawal of the UK  from the European Union 

 

 

 

 

Fishing image credit: Colin Tennant           Other image credits: Caroline Salthouse 


























































































































































