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Cultural Capital 

• What is it? 

 

• Why does it matter? 

 

• How can we make good use of it? 

 

Historic England 



What does a Historic England Science Adviser  

have to do with coastal heritage? 

https://historicengland.org.uk/about/what-we-do  

 

 We look after the historic environment, providing 

expert advice, helping people protect and care for it, and 

helping the public to understand and enjoy it. 

 

 England, including offshore to the 12 nautical mile limit- 

Integrated Coastal Zone Management perspective 

 

Historic England 

Science adviser: remote sensing, dating methods, sediments, 
plants, animals, human remains, climate change, industries…  



Cultural Capital- What is it? 

 Historic Environment? Landscapes, human habitats 

 Heritage assets? Listed, designated, registered? 

Historic Environment Records (HERs) 

 Capital = cash value, employment & profits? 

 A sense of place? Of belonging & wellbeing?  

 

 Tangible & intangible 

 

North West Marine Plan- Environment, Economy, Society 

Historic environment integrates within all three –  

perfect for Landscape Partnerships! 

 Historic England 



Heritage Counts 2016 

Historic England 





This is money value, but what of the wider value to people & the environment? 

Historic England 



Heritage trails call for photos 



Dynamic coasts 

Historic England 



New models of North West European Holocene palaeogeography and inundation 
Fraser Sturt , Duncan Garrow & Sarah Bradley  2013 Journal of Archaeological Science 40 pp 3963-3976 OPEN ACCESS http://ac.els-

cdn.com/S0305440313001982/1-s2.0-S0305440313001982-main.pdf?_tid=7d605032-8164-11e5-8498-
00000aab0f01&acdnat=1446470610_4c4b64628ae8ed9507b9906b77e62bf6   

 
Thousand 
radiocarbon 
years BP 

Thousand 
radiocarbon 
years BP 

Mesolithic- 
7,000 BP 
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RED areas inundated by marine 
transgression  
(rise in relative sea level) between 
10,000 and 9,500 BP 

Low level areas of North West 
coastline – Sefton, Fylde, 
Morecambe Bay, Solway Firth… 
several fluctuations in prehistory- 
interdigitating sediments, 
marine, estuarine, terrestrial – 
inland, foreshore, sea-bed 

North West coast: very 
high tidal range 



West Coast Palaeolandscapes 
Remember to geo-reference your data! 



 remote sensing eg West Coast Palaeolandscapes Survey 2011 
http://www.dyfedarchaeology.org.uk/lostlandscapes/WCPStechnical.pdf    

Digital terrain models based on 
remote sensing 
 
2D data – surface topography 
3D data – time slices  

Isle of 
Man 

Anglesey 

Morecambe Bay 

Dee & Mersey 

Fylde 

http://www.dyfedarchaeology.org.uk/lostlandscapes/WCPStechnical.pdf


Lunt Meadows 

North West Rapid Coastal Zone Assessment, Stage 2 chapter 6 Palaeoenvironments 

Liverpool 2 
geotechnical 

Radiocarbon dating of peat 
13,110 – 12,150 cal BC 
(Windermere Interstadial)  
coast inundated by  
7040 – 6680 cal BC 

Formby 



The coastal and inter-tidal peat database 
https://historicengland.org.uk/research/current-research/heritage-science/intertidal-peat-database 

• Coastal and off-shore 
peat exposures 

• Historic Environment 
Records (HER) and NRHE 

https://historicengland.org.uk/


North West Rapid Coastal 
Zone Assessment  

(RCZA) Stage 1: National 
Mapping Programme 

 
critical resource for Shoreline 

Management Plans (SMP), 
Marine Management 
Organisation (MMO) 

applications,  coastal erosion, 
Heritage at Risk (HAR) & 

Coastal Partnerships 

Historic England 



Shoreline Management Plans: Rapid Coastal Zone Assessment 

Historic England 

Phase 1:  2009 
Mapping from  
Aerial photographs +  
info from  
Local Authorities’ 
Historic Environment 
Records (HER) 
 
Thousands of sites, 
from early prehistory 
to World War II & later 

Phase 2: 2012 
ground-truthing 
selected sites: 
 
do they still exist? 
Are they eroding 
away? 
 
Chapter 6: 
palaeoenvironmental 
sites and dating 



Sites 
identified as 
being at 
high risk 
from coastal 
erosion 

Industrial & 
modern sites 
 NE Cumbria 



4000 year old submerged 
forest, Cleethorpes (CITiZAN) 

Battery observation post, 
Isle of Sheppey (CITiZAN) 

Gordon Roberts at 
Formby 

Jenny Brown’s Point, Lancashire 
(CITiZAN) 



Cultural Capital 

(assets & ecosystem services) 
 

• What is it? 

 

• Why does it matter? 

 

• How can we make good use of it? 

 

Historic England 

Sue.Stallibrass@historicengland.org.uk  

Historic Environment 

 = our habitat 

Thank you 
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