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Defra - SDI Consultation

Area 1 C Nobel House

Smith Square

Westminster

SW1P 3JR 

12th October 2012

Dear Sir or Madam,

Informal Consultation on Sustainable Development Indicators
This is an officer-level response from the North West Coastal Forum: a multi-sector partnership working together across boundaries to deliver economic, environmental and social benefits for coastal communities in North West England. 

During the last 3 years we have been actively engaged with Sefton Council and partners across Europe in a €1.6m  INTERREG IVC part-funded project - SUSTAIN: Assessing Sustainability and Strengthening Operational Policy - to develop a new set of sustainability indicators for coastal regions of Europe. More information about the project background and outputs can be found on www.sustain-eu.net.

Finding measures which were relevant to and applicable across all 22 coastal member states of the EU has not been an easy task and a huge amount of work has been done by the SUSTAIN partners to refine the indicators and suggested units of measure to achieve their current form. 
A key element of our work was that early on the partners agreed that we needed to come up with something more than a tool which measures the state of something; we wanted to have a set of indicators which are capable of being used to demonstrate progress towards a more sustainable future. To this end the partnership developed a spreadsheet-based tool DeCyDe which provides a scoring system based on a range of values for each indicator (usually based on EU legislation or other recognised international sources) and gives an overall numeric assessment which can be repeated at intervals to assess progress.  As DeCyDe uses weighting factors which are determined locally it can be used to help steer policy and investment decisions to improve sustainability in coastal communities in the long term.

Our methodology involved a very bottom up approach, considering the meaning of sustainability in coastal areas and producing initially a list of key issues which were then allocated to Economics, Environmental Quality and Social Well-being. We realised at this point we also needed a separate ‘4th pillar’ of sustainability - Governance. The lists were extremely long so rationalisation had to take place and we realised they could be grouped into headline issues within each of our four pillars of sustainability. We then assessed the list to remove duplication and overlapping indicators, and to ensure that the suggested indicators really did help to measure progress towards sustainability and 
were balanced across the 4 themes. Further refinement has taken place by reviewing the measures available to assess each indicator and whether or not it can fit into the DeCyDe tool. We also realised that not all the remaining indicators were relevant to all areas across Europe but that where those indicators are relevant they are extremely important - so we have categorised our indicators into Core and Optional. 
My response to the consultation questions is given below and I enclose with this submission the final SUSTAIN core indicator set with suggested measures.
If you have any queries please do not hesitate to contact me.

Yours faithfully,
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Caroline Salthouse

North West Coastal Forum Secretariat

Response to the consultation questions
23. Overall, do you agree that this is a suitable indicator set for measuring progress on sustainable development? (using the following scale: strongly agree, agree, neither agree nor disagree, disagree, strongly disagree); 
I am in general agreement with the proposed set however there are gaps (see Question 25 and the notes in the table used to answer Question 24). 

Interestingly where our indicators do overlap with the proposed UK indicators they don’t always fall in the same category. Several of the UK SDI proposed for Economy, for example population demographics, poverty, and knowledge and skills we have included equivalent indicators as part of Social Well-being. Air quality and noise, which we have included in Environmental Quality, are proposed as supplementary Society UK SDIs. 

24. For each indicator we would like to know whether you: strongly agree; agree; neither agree nor disagree; disagree; strongly disagree
See table below.

25. We would also like views on: 

i. whether there are any significant gaps in this indicator set and any suggestions of indicator data sources (bearing in mind the need for streamlining and the relationship with other indicator sets)? 
See comments in the table used to answer Question 24. In summary the following indicators would enhance or replace some of the set proposed:

· Physical assets at risk from flooding and coastal erosion (Economics)

· Demographic dependency (Society – or possibly Economics)

· Access to health services (Society)

· Crime rates (Society)

· Coastal water quality (Environment)

· Building energy efficiency (Environment)

ii. whether it would be useful when presenting these indicators to highlight those indicators relevant to a particular theme so that they can pulled out as a subset e.g. as we have with those indicators relevant to a green economy. If so, which themes would you want to see highlighted? 

Our experience would suggest that indeed this would be useful.  Drawing from SUSTAIN suitable themes for UK national level might include: 

· Economics: Economic opportunity

· Society: Public health and safety

· Environment: Energy and climate change; Biodiversity and natural resources management

	Question 24: For each indicator we would like to know whether you: strongly agree; agree; neither agree nor disagree; disagree; strongly disagree


	i. agree with the inclusion of this issue in the overall indicator set
	ii. agree that this should be a headline or supplementary indicator
	iii. agree that this indicator is suitable to capture this issue?
	iv. general comments

	3.0 HEADLINE INDICATORS - ECONOMY 

	3.1 Economic prosperity
	strongly agree
	strongly agree
	strongly agree
	No comment

	3.2 Long term unemployment 
	strongly agree
	strongly agree
	strongly agree
	No comment

	3.3 Poverty
	strongly agree
	strongly agree
	disagree
	A strong economy can still include sections of the population in extreme poverty – I think this a very important indicator to include but would better fit Society rather than Economy. Indeed the economic prosperity headline indicator already included surely serves purpose for this kind of issue?

	3.4 Knowledge and Skills
	strongly agree
	strongly agree
	strongly agree
	No comment

	6.0 Supplementary Indicators - ECONOMY 

	6.1a Population Demographics -Total population 
	agree
	disagree
	agree
	Some measure of demography is important to include – preferably as a headline indicator - although whether or not it fits in Economy rather than Society could be debated. For the SUSTAIN indicator set we considered this more important in terms of Social Well-being and used a measure of demographic dependency. It impacts on a whole range of issues – available labour force (very definitely economy), impacts on local health and other support service provision (we considered this more societal), desirability of places to live (both social and economic). There are also issues of whether or not the working age population can support the economically inactive population and this can impact on poverty levels, etc., which again we considered more important on a Societal basis than Economic. See comments on 3.3 above.

	6.1b Population Demographics-Households 
	agree
	disagree
	disagree
	See above

	6.2 Debt 
	agree
	agree
	neither agree nor disagree
	Again this is an indicator which in terms of individuals’ debt could be considered Society but in terms of organisations should be Economy. Although the current economic crisis is to a large extent due to bad loans by institutions to individuals it is the institutional debt being traded on which was the key economic factor.

	6.3 Pension provision
	neither agree nor disagree
	neither agree nor disagree
	neither agree nor disagree
	Is this included in Economy because of the spending power of the retired? Otherwise surely this is more a poverty-related issue which (see 3.3 above) I would consider more Societal.

	6.4 Physical Infrastructure
	agree
	agree
	agree
	Re 6.4 and 6.5: Given the costs and disruption threat to businesses (and homes) from flooding and erosion and our changing climate it would be appropriate to also measure physical assets at risk from flooding and coastal erosion. This has been included in the SUSTAIN indicator set.

	6.5 Climate Change Adaptation 
	strongly agree
	disagree
	strongly agree
	This should be a headline economic indicator. Climate change is a huge issue and if we aren’t dealing with this effectively in the way our economy functions there is no long term sustainability to it.

	6.6 Research and Development
	strongly agree
	disagree
	strongly agree
	This should be a headline Economic indicator. If we don’t invest in research and development there will be less innovation, less opportunity and our economy will be less competitive on a global scale. 

	6.7 Environmental Goods and Services sector
	neither agree nor disagree
	agree
	neither agree nor disagree
	I’m really not sure what this is trying to measure. Does a strong healthy Environmental Goods and Services sector really indicate that the whole of the UK’s economic activity is more sustainable? I have my doubts. It might be better to try to measure how much of the UK’s economic activity is carried out in a sustainable manner, by looking, for example, at the % of businesses/industry with some kind of environmental accreditation.


	Question 24: For each indicator we would like to know whether you: strongly agree; agree; neither agree nor disagree; disagree; strongly disagree


	i. agree with the inclusion of this issue in the overall indicator set
	ii. agree that this should be a headline or supplementary indicator
	iii. agree that this indicator is suitable to capture this issue?
	iv. general comments

	4.0 HEADLINE INDICATORS – SOCIETY 

	4.1 Healthy Life Expectancy
	strongly agree
	strongly agree
	strongly agree
	No comment

	4.2 Social Capital 
	strongly agree
	strongly agree
	strongly agree
	No comment

	4.3 Social Mobility in Adulthood 
	agree
	agree
	agree
	No comment

	4.4 Housing provision
	strongly agree
	strongly agree
	strongly agree
	No comment

	7.0 Supplementary Indicators - Society 

	7.1 Avoidable mortality 
	agree
	agree
	agree
	No comment

	7.2 Obesity 
	disagree
	disagree
	disagree
	Alcoholism? Smoking? Drug abuse? Why just obesity? There are a whole range of issues which could be included here as they have effects on health and length of life but really I think that 4.1 and 7.1 and 7.3 already cover this. It would be much more important to include something here about access to health services for all – this is an obvious gap in the Society indicators.

	7.3 Lifestyles
	agree
	agree
	agree
	No comment

	7.4 Infant health
	strongly agree
	strongly agree
	strongly agree
	No comment

	7.5 Air Quality 
	strongly agree
	disagree
	strongly agree
	Both 7.5 and 7.6, while impacting on people, are more normally considered environmental factors as they are pollution issues. If they are to remain in Society then other environmental pollution issues affecting people also need including here – for example contaminated land, chemical spills, etc., but I would argue strongly that all these would fit better in Environment.

	7.6 Noise 
	strongly agree
	disagree
	strongly agree
	See above.

	7.7 Fuel poverty 
	strongly agree
	neither agree nor disagree
	strongly agree
	I think this is important and could potentially be a headline indicator for Society


	Question 24: For each indicator we would like to know whether you: strongly agree; agree; neither agree nor disagree; disagree; strongly disagree


	i. agree with the inclusion of this issue in the overall indicator set
	ii. agree that this should be a headline or supplementary indicator
	iii. agree that this indicator is suitable to capture this issue?
	iv. general comments

	5.0 HEADLINE INDICATORS - ENVIRONMENT 

	5.1a Greenhouse gases generated within the UK 
	strongly agree
	strongly agree
	strongly agree
	This is duplicated by 8.1 but 5.1a is a better indicator as it includes other greenhouse gases. 

	5.1b Greenhouse gases from UK consumption 
	neither agree nor disagree
	neither agree nor disagree
	neither agree nor disagree
	No comment

	5.2 Natural Resource Use 
	
	
	
	No comment

	5.3 Wildlife and biodiversity
	strongly agree
	strongly agree
	strongly agree
	No comment

	5.4 Water Availability 
	agree
	disagree
	agree
	Water availability is an issue for some areas of the UK, notably the East and particularly the South East. It may be more suitable as a supplementary indicator given the issue is not UK-wide. Also this issue could be considered appropriate to measure under 5.2 Natural Resource Use.

	8.0 Supplementary indicators- Environment 

	8.1 UK CO2 emissions by sector 
	disagree
	disagree
	agree
	This is already covered by the headline indicator 5.1a greenhouse gases generated within the UK

	8.2 Energy consumed in the UK from renewable sources 
	strongly agree
	strongly agree
	strongly agree
	No comment

	8.3 Housing Energy Efficiency 
	agree
	agree
	 agree
	Building energy efficiency would be a better indicator, including industrial and commercial buildings alongside housing.

	8.4 Waste 
	strongly agree
	 strongly agree
	strongly agree
	No comment

	8.5 Land use and development 
	strongly agree
	strongly agree
	strongly agree
	It would be good to see this indicator measuring reuse of brownfield sites

	8.6 Origins of Food Consumed in the UK 
	strongly agree
	strongly agree
	strongly agree
	No comment

	8.7 River Water Quality 
	strongly agree
	
	
	This should be expanded to include coastal water quality – coastal waters are also covered by the Water Framework Directive and in addition are covered by the Bathing Water Directive. 

	8.8 Fish Stocks 
	strongly agree
	strongly agree
	strongly agree
	Again this is something that could be considered as a sub-set of 5.2 Natural Resource Use. However sustainability of our fish stocks is a critical issue so could merit being highlighted in this way.

	8.9 Status of Species and Habitats 
	strongly agree
	disagree
	strongly agree
	Fundamentally disagree that this is a supplementay indicator. It should be a headline indicator, not least because of our international legal obligations with regard to protected species and habitats.

	8.10 UK Biodiversity Impacts Overseas 
	strongly agree
	strongly agree
	strongly agree
	No comment


Chair: Professor Ann Worsley

Contact Officer: Caroline Salthouse, North West Coastal Forum Secretariat 

c/o Sefton Council, Ainsdale Discovery Centre, The Promenade, Shore Road, Ainsdale-on-Sea, Southport PR8 2QB

Tel: 0151 934 2966, Email: caroline.salthouse@sefton.gov.uk
Website: www.nwcoastalforum.org.uk
‘Making the Most of the North West Coast’


