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The Tide is Turning: The North West Regional Coastal Conference 2004

Merseyside Maritime Museum, 16th September 2004


Integrated Coastal Zone Management Update

REGIONAL NEWS

General

Coastal Practice Network (CoPraNet): The website of the EU-funded Interreg IIIC project, CoPraNet, has been launched. The website will continue to develop over the 3-year life of the project. Currently it contains background information about the project and the project partnership, which includes Sefton MBC and the North West Coastal Forum, and several different language versions of the first project newsletter. It can be visited at: http://www.coastalpractice.net/index.htm
England’s Historic Seascapes: English Heritage has a new project to undertake characterisation of the historic dimension of the marine and coastal environment.  The project will adapt the methodology of Historic Landscape Characterisation (HLC) to England’s inter-tidal and marine zone and will be trialled through a pilot in Liverpool Bay.  The aim is to develop a robust characterisation methodology to inform the assessment of aggregates extraction licence applications and to enhance English Heritage’s capability to inform the sustainable management of change in the historic dimension of the marine and coastal environment.   The decision to apply HLC approaches to the inter-tidal and marine historic environment follows the extension of English Heritage’s remit to the 12 nautical mile limit of England’s share of UK Territorial Waters by the National Heritage Act 2002Characterisation of the historic resource in this zone will be a powerful tool in enabling English Heritage to meet its new responsibilities relating to the management, research and improved public understanding of, and accessibility to, the historic sites and landscapes it contains. The project directly addresses prioritised commitments in ‘Taking to the Water’, English Heritage’s initial policy statement for the management of marine archaeology in England, to characterise the marine archaeological resource and provide strategic-level frameworks for its understanding and management (English Heritage 2002, 23-4). 

Regional Sustainable Energy Strategy: NWRA News As part of the government’s target of generating 10% of our energy requirements from renewable sources by 2010, a series of regional renewable resource studies were conducted across the UK. The North West study - known as ‘From Power to Prosperity’ - proposed regional and sub-regional targets for renewables and highlighted the need to develop a regional sustainable energy strategy, which the NWRA and its partners have since been working on. The strategy focuses on measures to increase the deployment and integration of energy efficiency, renewable energy, and combined heat and power across the region. The strategy is aimed primarily at local authorities and the public sector, but much of the content has wider relevance. The draft Strategy has now been produced and will be published for consultation at the end of September. For further details please contact andy.brunt@nwra.gov.uk
Coastal Access

Sefton Coast Partnership is currently developing an Access Strategy for Sefton’s coast. To discuss initial suggestions for improvements a series of open meetings will be held on the 20th and 21st of September. For more information contact info@seftoncoast.org.uk or visit the website www.seftoncoast.org.uk

North West Coastal Trail Progress:  The North West Coastal Trail is now coming to a critical stage in the move from concept to reality.  An Implementation Framework was completed earlier this year and is available to download from the North West Coastal Forum website at: www.nwcoastalforum.co.uk . The Implementation Framework sets out the survey work, consultations, etc., timings and likely costings for a 10 year period necessary for full implementation on the ground of the trail by 2015. The next step is to find funding for a full-time project officer to take the work forward.
Coastal and Marine Biodiversity

Dee Estuary European Marine Site: The Countryside Council for Wales and English Nature have conducted a consultation on the draft  advice, provided under Regulation 33(2) of the Conservation (Natural Habitats &c) Regulations 1994 for the Dee Estuary European Marine Site. The draft advice covers the marine areas of the Special Protection Area, Ramsar site and proposed Special Area of Conservation and will form a key component of the development of any management scheme for the European Marine Site. Although the consultation period has now closed the report can still be viewed at:  www.english-nature.gov.uk  

Irish Sea Pilot: The national Review of Marine Nature Conservation involved an Irish Sea Pilot to test methodology and the practicalities of taking a regional sea approach to marine management. The Irish Sea Pilot is now complete and the final report, together with project newsletters and other information and outputs, can be viewed at: www.jncc.gov.uk/irishseapilot     

North West Region Maritime Biodiversity Action Plan (Draft): over the summer English Nature has carried out consultation on a draft Maritime BAP for the North West. The Maritime BAP includes 8 species and habitats that have been chosen due to their mobility along the coast; the nature of coastal processes, and the need for co-ordination across administrative boundaries such as those occurring in estuaries. The regional BAP is not intended to replace local species and habitat action plans, but to provide a contextual framework allowing better co-ordination of action. The plans include: Salt marsh; Vegetated Shingle; Maritime Cliff and Slope; Saline Lagoons; Intertidal Mud and Sand flats; Grouped Whales, Dolphins and Basking Shark; Common Scoter; Grouped Seabirds.

Mersey Baywatch Club: The Mersey Basin Trust has launched a new initiative to encourage people to get involved in learning about and recording the estuary wildlife that they see. The aim is to promote greater understanding of the Mersey Estuary, its wildlife and habitats. The project will include educational visits to the estuary for schools and groups, new educational resources about the river, estuary and coast and spotter cards for recording and sharing information, along with celebration days and regular news updates via the Trust’s newsletter and website. For more information contact Val Cooper at the Mersey Basin Trust on  0161 273 4207 or email merseybasintrust@hotmail.com
Ecological Frameworks - Best Practice Methodological Guide  The NWRA are working with the North West Biodiversity Forum to develop a Best Practice Methodological Guide for the development and delivery of Ecological Frameworks to assist planning authorities and other agencies in their delivery of Policy ER5 of RPG 13. A consultation was undertaken earlier in the summer and the guidance will be distributed to authorities and organisations in the NW early next year. 

water quality

Water Framework Directive - Ribble Pilot News: The Environment Agency has produced a report on the Ribble Pilot, a project testing methods of public participation in river basin planning as part of EU-wide research into implementation of the Water Framework Directive. The report has been submitted to the European Commission and describes the approaches and techniques used for obtaining public participation in the Ribble pilot scheme and lessons learned from the Agency’s experiences. The aim is to promote best practice in public participation in river basin planning across Europe. The report can be seen at: http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/regions/northwest/501317/

The Pilot will continue to develop integrated river basin management in the Ribble 

To find out more about the Ribble Pilot and to access the latest project newsletter see: www.environment-agency.gov.uk/ribblewfd
Beach Awards and Bathing Water: This year a record122 resorts across the UK, including several in the North West achieved the prestigious Blue Flag, and 3 Lancashire resorts (Blackpool, Lytham St Annes and Morecambe) achieved Seaside Awards for the first time. Two marinas in the North West, Maryport and Whitehaven, both achieved Blue Flag status. The Good Beach Guide 2004, compiled by the Marine Conservation Society on the basis of the previous year’s bathing water quality, showed that 34 North West beaches achieved the guideline standard (highest quality), the same as last year, with 14 achieving EU mandatory standards compared to just 2 last year. Only 1 North West beach failed. For more information see www.seasideawards.org.uk , www.goodbeachguide.co.uk/  and www.blueflag.org In addition the annual EU bathing water survey shows that more than 98.4% of UK beaches met quality criteria set out in the Bathing Water Directive in 2003, up from 97.8% in 2002.

Visit http://europa.eu.int/water/water-bathing/report/uk.html
ICReW News: the EU Interreg IIIB-funded project, Improving Coastal and Recreational Waters (ICReW) project, led by the Environment Agency, has set up a diffuse pollution clean-up team, with the aim of cleaning up bathing waters in Cumbria and North Lancashire, initially concentrating on bathing areas around Morecambe Bay. The ICReW project has partners in the UK, France, Ireland, Portugal and the Canaries and is carrying out research and piloting actions aimed at achieving compliance with the Bathing Water Directive. The diffuse pollution team will work closely with farmers to reduce diffuse pollution arising from agriculture and will offer advice, information and training.

Regeneration and Transport

Cruise Liners in Liverpool: The proposed cruise liner terminal could be in place by autumn next year, following Deputy Prime Minister John Prescott’s agreement to a harbour revision order which has considerably shortened the length of time permission can take to obtain.  Cruise ships such as the QE2, which visited the Mersey earlier this summer, currently have to moor mid-river or berth within the Liverpool dock complex, for example at Brocklebank Dock, next to a scrap yard.

Barrow Shipyard Heritage: Barrow is planning to celebrate its shipbuilding heritage with a celebration to mark the 40th anniversary of the launch of the biggest ship built by the Barrow shipyard.  When launched the British Admiral, a 100,000 ton oil tanker, was the largest ocean-going vessel in the world. Barrow Council is planning to hold a ‘Festival of the Sea’ to celebrate Barrow’s ship building  achievements and heritage.  
Access to Furness and West Cumbria Study:  The North West Regional Assembly and the North West Development Agency have recently conducted a study and consultation on the transport problems faced by West Cumbria. The key issue for transportation in the study area is the relative inaccessibility of communities and employment opportunities compared to other areas of the North West.  Reducing the relative isolation of the population and economy whilst respecting the sensitive nature of the surrounding environment is the main challenge for the successful regeneration of Furness and West Cumbria. The revised report is currently being circulated to members of the Assembly’s Planning, Environment and Transport Key Priority Group for a member’s consultation prior to final approval and will then be made publicly available in final form later in 2004.  
Port of Workington: Cumbria County Council, Allerdale Council and West Lakes Renaissance are jointly funding a development study for Workington’s port. The study will look at how the economic future of the port can be secured and how this will support regeneration of the surrounding area.

NATIONAL NEWS

GENERAL

National Integrated Coastal Zone Management in Stocktake: In 2002 the EU adopted a Recommendation on implementing integrated coastal zone management (ICZM) in Europe, which asked Member States to undertake a national stocktaking of legislation, institutions and stakeholders involved in the management of the coastal zone and, based on this, to develop national strategies to deliver ICZM. During 2003 and 2004 Defra undertook a national stocktake and the resulting report, prepared by WS Atkins on behalf of Defra, can be viewed at http://www.defra.gov.uk/environment/marine/iczm/

Consultation - Making space for water: developing a new Government strategy for flood and coastal erosion risk management in England: Defra has launched a consultation document; closing date 1st November 2004. The last Strategy for Flood and Coastal Defence was published in 1993 and is now in need of revision. The new 20-year strategy takes a more holistic approach to erosion and flood risk management and sets it within the context of sustainable development. For more information visit: www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/waterspace/index.htm  A joint CIWEM / Defra conference on this issue is being held in October – see ‘Conferences’ below.
New Port Environment information service: CMS has launched a dedicated email network for Port-environmental information. Please contact Bob Earll email: bob.earll@coastms.co.uk to register.

Beach Litter:  The Marine Conservation Society has released figures on the quantity of rubbish found on British beaches in 2003. The 2003 figures indicate a record amount of litter, up nearly 100% on 10 years ago when the MCS started doing its Beachwatch surveys. Beachwatch surveys are carried out every September by volunteers and in 2003 over 2500 people took part. While both the Channel Islands and Northern Ireland recorded a decrease in litter, England’s beaches boasted a staggering 2655 items / km. Sewage-related litter also increased in 2003, rising to 7.8% of litter collected. Dropped litter from beach visitors contributed the largest amount, at 36.7%, with fishing debris at 14.6% and rubbish from ships at 2%. Plastic accounted for more than half the litter found.

Motorways of the Sea: The Department for Transport has published the results of its consultation on encouraging transport by sea rather than road.  The report details proposals to develop 'motorways of the sea' as part of the trans-European transport network. To view the report see: 
http://www.dft.gov.uk/stellent/groups/dft_freight/documents/page/dft_freight_028210.hcsp

Strategic Environmental Assessment and Environmental Impact Assessment in the Marine Environment: a Joint Marine Programme briefing paper: the Wildlife Trusts’ and WWF-UK’s Joint Marine Programme has published a briefing paper on SEA and EIA in the marine environment. The paper is available from the Wildlife Trusts' South East Marine Programme, see www.southeastmarine.org.uk
UK Sustainable Development Strategy: The Government has launched a consultation on sustainable development. 'Taking it on: developing UK sustainable development strategy together' is a 3-month consultation and will include local and regional events and an online consultation that everyone is encouraged to be involved in.  For more details see:  http://www.sustainable-development.gov.uk/taking-it-on/index.htm
COASTAL AND OFFSHORE RENEWABLE ENERGY

UK Centre for Marine Renewable Energy: The University of Edinburgh, Robert Gordon University in Aberdeen, the European Marine Energy Centre (EMEC) in Orkney, and the New and Renewable Energy Centre in Northumberland have joined together to create a new centre for Marine Renewable Energy research. The aim is to provide a co-ordinated approach to research and development and to help industry capitalise on the opportunities for renewable energy generation from wave and tide.

Marine Research Development Fund: the UK Government has recently set up a £50 million fund to foster innovative research and development into wave and tidal stream energy generation to help to maximise the UK’s renewable energy potential.

Coastal and Marine Biodiversity

Campaign for Protection of UK’s  Marine Wildlife: Wildlife and Countryside Link, an alliance of leading conservation groups including the RSPB, the World Wide Fund for Nature, the Wildlife Trusts and the Marine Conservation Society have launched a campaign for comprehensive legislation to achieve better protection of marine wildlife and more effective marine management. The campaign calls for: 
· a systematic and co-ordinated approach to the governance of the sea, to protect the UK’s biological and cultural heritage and better manage marine resources
· greater, properly enforced, protection for marine wildlife, including identification of protected areas
· a spatial planning system to enable strategic and integrated management of the seas
The campaign is supported by 300 MPs who signed an Early Day Motion calling for improved marine protection. For more information, including an electronic version of the campaign leaflet: ‘The Last Living Wilderness – A Future for Our Seas’, visit: www.wcl.org.uk

English Nature’s Maritime Strategy: Our Coasts and seas – a 21st century agenda for their recovery, conservation and sustainable use: English Nature has just finished a public consultation on the above document. Copies of the consultation draft and the report it builds upon (Developing English Nature’s Maritime Strategy – State of Nature One Year On) can be obtained via the EN website at: http://www.english-nature.org.uk/science/coasts_and_seas/default.asp
FISHERIES

Emerging guidelines for safe working in estuaries and tidal areas: The HSE has published draft guidelines aimed at workers harvesting cockles, mussels and shrimps. The guidelines can be viewed at: http://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/estuary.htm
Consultation - Review of Marine Fisheries and Environmental Enforcement: Defra has launched a consultation document; closing date 30th September 2004. The aim of the review is to recommend options for effective enforcement to meet both conservation objectives and the long-term needs of the fishing industry. For more information visit: www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/fish-env/index.htm
Consultation – New European Fisheries Fund: Defra has launched a consultation document; closing date 5th November 2004. They are seeking views on EC proposals for a new fund to supersede the existing Fisheries Structural Fund (FIFG) which finishes in 2006. For more information visit: www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/fish-fund/index.htm
Net Benefits: A Sustainable and Profitable Future for UK Fishing Report: this report, an outcome of the UK Fisheries Project, proposes a long-term strategy designed to improve the prospects of the UK fishing industry and the communities which depend upon it. For further information or to obtain a copy of the report contact the Strategy Unit, tel: 020 7276 1881 or email: strategy@cabinet-office.x.gsi.gov.uk
MARINE LEISURE

Economic Contribution of Sea Angling Report: Defra commissioned research into the level of sea angling activity in England and Wales and its contribution to local economies. The research concluded that at least one person from each of approximately 1.1 million households has undertaken sea angling activity in the previous 12 months, with demand stable or possibly growing. The estimated expenditure in England and Wales is around £538 million per annum; a significant contribution to the UK’s economy. The report is on: http://statistics.defra.gov.uk/esg/reports/seaangling/default.asp
Boating for Life: The Royal Yachting Association has published ‘Boating for Life’, a planning and environment strategy 2004 - 2009 for sustainable boating.  The strategy outlines the RYA’s objectives for planning and the environment: promotion of recreational opportunities for all and promotion of the sustainable use of the coastal zone and inland waters. The strategy is designed to encourage dialogue with and inform those planning and reviewing marine, coastal and inland water plans and management strategies affecting recreational boating, to promote early consultation on environmental, conservation and development issues and to provide a framework for the work of the RYA’s own planning and environment team. For a copy contact email: info@rya.org.uk , tel: 023 8060 4100
Managing coastal activities - new help for local authorities: A document has been produced to provide guidance to local authorities on their powers to regulate activity and their responsibilities to promote good practice amongst all users of the coast. As well as describing the powers that can be used to control jet skis and other recreational craft, it gives examples of successful mixes of voluntary and legislative action (including zoning and enforcement) by local authorities. See: http://www.defra.gov.uk/news/2004/040331c.htm
EUROPEAN AND INTERNATIONAL NEWS

GENERAL

Living with Coastal Erosion in Europe: Sediment and Space for Sustainability, EUROSION: this is the final report of the EUROSION project, which assessed the social, economic and environmental impacts of coastal erosion in Europe. The EUROSION project was completed in May but other outputs include a GIS database and a guide on Shoreline Management and details of the project findings can be found at: www.eurosion.org/

INSPIRE: A draft EU Directive, the INSPIRE (Infrastructure for Spatial Information in Europe) Directive, has been submitted to the European Parliament and the Council of the European Union. The aim of the Directive is to harmonise spatial data management in Europe and make spatial information more available and accessible to the public, private and academic sectors and the public. Effective data management and availability/accessibility of data sets have been widely recognised as essential underpinning elements to effective coastal and marine management.  The draft Directive will require existing spatial data to be documented and steps to be taken to remove obstacles to use of existing data, along with the development of services to make data more accessible and interoperable. 

Consultation - Sustainable Development: The European Commission is conducting a consultation on the EU Sustainable Development Strategy. The consultation will run until 31st October and aims to assess progress made since the Strategy was adopted in Gothenburg in 2001 by collecting the views of both the general public and other stakeholders.
EEA Signals 2004

The 2004 edition of the European Environment Agency’s annual survey of environmental trends in its member countries covers aspects of agriculture, water pollution, nature protection, packaging waste, energy, transport, air pollution and climate change. It also provides an environmental perspective on the economic and social situation in Europe, including trends in demography and resource use, in the context of progress towards sustainability. See http://reports.eea.eu.int/signals-2004/en 

Plastic pollution in the oceans – Researchers from the Universities of Southampton and Plymouth have shown that microscopic fragments of plastic are contaminating the marine environment. Their findings were published in Science, in a report 'Lost at Sea: Where is all the plastic?' and indicate that plastic from a wide variety of sources from domestic to industrial is a common find in the marine environment, endangering marine species which can ingest it, releasing more harmful chemicals as a result of further degradation of the polymers. The dangers to wildlife of larger plastic and nylon items, such as fishing nets and plastic bags, have long been recognised but this research is the first to show the threat posed by minute particles and fibres of synthetic polymers. Although the research was conducted locally, along the Plymouth coastline, the situation is likely to be echoed the world’s oceans and coastlines. Further research is ongoing to identify the consequences of this type of pollution.

Impacts of Europe's changing climate (EEA Report):  This report details the impacts of climate change on Europe's environment and society. Past trends in the climate, its current state and possible future changes are presented using 22 selected indicators. The report highlights the need to develop strategies at European, national, regional and local level for adapting to climate change and can be viewed at http://reports.eea.eu.int/climate_report_2_2004
CONFERENCES, SEMINARS AND EVENTS

19 – 24 September

ICCE 2004: Coastal Engineering Conference (ICCE), Lisbon, Portugal

Details on www.icce2004.org
20 – 21 September 2004 

Sefton Access Strategy Open Meetings (Sefton Coast Partnership)

A series of 2 hour meetings with various locations and timings. For details contact info@seftoncoast.org.uk, website www.seftoncoast.org.uk
20 – 22 September 2004 

Littoral 2004 – Delivering Sustainable Coasts: Connecting Science and Policy – 7th International Conference and Exhibition (includes a CoPraNet workshop) (EUROCOAST & EUCC), Aberdeen

Details on: www.littoral2004.org/index.asp
23 September 2004 

UK Energy Objectives – are they the right ones and will policy deliver them?(British Institute of Energy Economics, Warwick

Contact: Mary Scanlan email: admin@biee.org or gill.allen@wbs.ac.uk. 

4 – 5 October 2004 

Turning the Tide for Sustainable Tourism (ENCAMS), Blackpool

Contact: Helen Roberts Tel: 01942 612628 or www.seasideawards.org.uk
6 October 2004

Developing management, monitoring and indicators to deliver the ecosystem approach in the coastal and marine environment (CoastNET), London

Details on: www.coastms.co.uk
12 – 14 October 2004 

The Ripple Effect - Encouraging Active Involvement in the Water Framework Directive (Environment Agency), Lancashire

Details on www.environment-agency.gov.uk/ribblewfd

13 – 14 October 2004 

Marina and Leisure Boating: Development, Management and Promotion (Province of Zeeland and Marine Institute, Ireland for MAYA2), Plas Menai, Wales

Contact: Anne Wilkinson, Marine Institute, Ireland, Tel: +353 (0) 91 730400, Email: anne.wilkinson@marine.ie
13 – 16 October 2004

Regional Parks: delivering sustainable tourism at the coast? (Sefton MBC and North West Coastal Forum for CoPraNet)

Due to limited space this workshop is by invitation only, contact: Caroline Salthouse Tel: 01942 776941, Email: caroline.salthouse@nwra.gov.uk

20 October

Making space for water: towards a new Government strategy for flood and coastal erosion risk management in England (CIWEM & Defra), London

Details on: www.coastms.co.uk
20 – 23 October 2004

First International Conference on the Management of Coastal Recreational Resources: Beaches, Yacht Marinas and Coastal Ecotourism (ICoD), Valletta, Malta
Contact: Antonella Vassallo ICoD - Project Officer Tel: +356 21 240746   
Fax: +356 21 230551
E-mail: a.vassallo@icod.org.mt , Website: www.icod.org.mt
 21 October 2004 

Morecambe Bay Partnership AGM and Conference (Morecambe Bay Partnership), Morecambe

Contact: Donna Lowis, Tel: 01539 773447, email: dl@morecambebay.org.uk or see www.morecambebay.org.uk

21 – 24 October 2004

8th Annual European Elasmobranch Association Conference (Shark Trust), London
For more details, programme of events, and registration visit: www.sharktrust.org/eea
26 October 2004

Meeting the Challenge of Coastal Risk Management – Recent Advances in Southern England (SCOPAC), Bournemouth
Contact: Mrs B Herbert, Tel: 01983 823282, Email: barbara.herbert@iow.gov.uk

26 – 27 October 2004 

Choice in a Changing Environment: 3rd Annual Conference and Exhibition (Environment Agency), Birmingham

Details on: www.environment-agency.gov.uk/conference

10 November

Integrating Land-use and Water in Practice: Linking Surface and Groundwaters; Developing Priorites and Long-term Vision (CIWEM), London

Details on: www.coastms.co.uk
1 December

Dynamic Coasts (CoastNET)

Details on: www.coastms.co.uk
31 January – 1 February 2005

World Wetland Day (Various)

Call for papers, details on www.coastms.co.uk
23 February 2005

Marine Habitat Creation and Restoration 

Details on: www.coastms.co.uk
8 March 2005

Participation and Environmental Solutions (CIWEM)

Call for papers, details on www.coastms.co.uk
17 – 20 April 2005

International Conference on Coastal Conservation and Management in the Atlantic and Mediterranean (includes a CoPraNet workshop)

Call for papers, details from ICCCM2005 tel: +351 966 055 637, email: icccm2005_as@aeiou.pt, web: http://icccm2005.no.sapo.pt
© North West Coastal Forum, 2004
- 1 -

