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NORTH WEST COASTAL FORUM NEWS

SUSTAIN project update
The EU-funded SUSTAIN project (www.sustain-eu.net) to develop a policy tool to measure sustainability on Europe’s coasts continues to progress and is now almost half way through the 3-year programme. After attending the latest workshop at the end of March, the NWCF are working as part of a working group of international partners to develop specific indicators that will measure headline issues determined at earlier workshops, with a particular focus on economics. This work will be consolidated at the next workshop at the end of May and will ultimately form part of the Guide for Sustainability Improvement that is one of the project outputs. There are 6 workshops left, with the final one to be held in Sefton in autumn 2012.
REGIONAL NEWS 

Irish Sea Conservation Zones: 3rd Progress Report
The Irish Sea Conservation Zones project (www.irishseaconservationzone.org.uk) has published its third progress report. You can read and download it here.

MCZs Project Newsletter Published
The 4th MCZ Project Newsletter has been published. This edition includes news on extra time for the project and a revised timeline; Science Advisory Panel feedback; Conservation Objective Guidance; Restriction of activities in MCZs and more. Read the newsletter online here, where you can also sign up to receive future MCZ newsletters by email.
Liverpool-based Maersk Line Places Order for World's Biggest Ships
Maersk, the world’s biggest container shipping line, which has its UK headquarters in Liverpool, has placed an order for the largest vessels ever built. The $1.9bn order for 10 triple-E class ships is with Daewoo Shipbuilding of South Korea. Each vessel will measure 1,300ft (400m) long and 190ft (59m) wide and have a capacity of 18,000 TEUs.  Eivind Kolding, Maersk Line chief executive, said the order was needed to meet anticipated growth of five to eight per cent in the container shipping market, adding that the cost of operating the ships would be 26% less per container moved compared with ships operating today. The new ships will sail at only 19 knots, rather than their predecessors’ speed of 23 knots to reduce fuel and carbon emissions. A further 20 vessels are optioned.
Morecambe Bay Cross Bay Walks 2011
The Morecambe Bay Partnership have published the dates for the 2011 series of cross-bay walks across the Kent Estuary, which will run most weekends between May 14 and 25 September. Visit the Morecambe Bay Partnership website for a full list of dates and information on how to book.

NATIONAL NEWS

Impacts of climate change on disadvantaged UK coastal communities
The Joseph Rowntree Foundation has published a report investigating how disadvantaged coastal communities are vulnerable to the effects of climate change. The report combines four cases studies (Great Yarmouth (Norfolk, England), Skegness (Lincolnshire, England), Llanelli (Carmarthenshire, Wales) and Benbecula (Outer Hebrides, Scotland) with a literature review and analysis of likely impacts, as well as providing recommendations for improving community resilience to climate change. To download the full report, or its summary, visit the Joseph Rowntree Foundation website.
Climate Change? Ask the Met Office Experts
The Met Office has teamed up with the Open Air Laboratories (OPAL) Project (http://www.opalexplorenature.org/) by offering members of the public the chance to have their questions about weather and climate change answered by scientists. Anyone who is confused or curious about climate change can send their questions via the OPAL website. Scientists from the Met Office will publish answers to as many of them as possible online, with particular emphasis on popular or trending topics.
Mark McCarthy, Climate Scientist at the Met Office said, "Weather and climate are two of the most talked about topics today. We want to help everyone understand the important issues we face, as well as answering any questions they may have. No question is too daft or simplistic. We want people to tell us what confuses them about climate change and we will try to widen their understanding of this difficult topic."
UK Marine Policy Statement Published
Defra have published the UK Marine Policy Statement, as the latest stage of forming the UK’s new marine planning strategy. Adopted by all UK administrations, the Marine Policy Statement will help achieve the shared UK vision for clean, healthy, safe, productive and biologically diverse seas and oceans. The Marine Policy Statement will enable an appropriate and consistent approach to marine planning across UK waters, and ensure the sustainable use of marine resources and strategic management of marine activities from renewable energy to nature conservation, fishing, recreation and tourism. For more information, visit the Defra website. To read/download the document directly, click here.
A Strategy for Marine Nature Conservation in Scotland’s Seas
Marine Scotland and the Scottish Government have published a Strategy for Marine Nature Conservation in Scotland’s Seas. The strategy sets out aims and objectives for protecting and enhancing marine biodiversity in Scottish waters. The strategy is designed to facilitate co-operation in pursuit of shared marine objectives in the UK and to meet national and international obligations, including the achievement of Good Environmental Status under the Marine Strategy Framework Directive (MSFD). To read and download the document, click here.
UK Marine Policy Statement Published
Defra have published the UK Marine Policy Statement, as the latest stage of forming the UK’s new marine planning strategy. Adopted by all UK administrations, the Marine Policy Statement will help achieve the shared UK vision for clean, healthy, safe, productive and biologically diverse seas and oceans. The Marine Policy Statement will enable an appropriate and consistent approach to marine planning across UK waters, and ensure the sustainable use of marine resources and strategic management of marine activities from renewable energy to nature conservation, fishing, recreation and tourism. For more information, visit the Defra website. To read/download the document directly, click here.
Scotland’s National Marine Plan – Pre-consultation Draft
Marine Scotland and the Scottish Government have published a pre-consultation draft of Scotland’s National Marine Plan. The National Marine Plan is being created as part of the Scottish Government’s introduction of marine planning for Scotland’s Seas, after the introduction of the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010. The National Marine Plan will manage increasing demands for the use of Scotland’s marine environment, encourage economic development of marine industries and incorporate environmental protection into marine decision making. It will also have a role to play in managing adaptation to climate change. The Scottish Government are inviting comments on the pre-consultation draft until June 7 2011, to help develop a Draft National Marine Plan, which will be consulted on later in the year. For more information and to read the publication, visit the Scottish Government’s website
Scotland's Marine Atlas
The Scottish Government has published 'Scotland's Marine Atlas - Information for the National Marine Plan'. The Atlas is an assessment, featuring maps and graphics, is an assessment of the condition of Scotland's seas, based on scientific evidence from data and analysis, supported by expert judgment. For more information, and to download the document, as well as other supporting documents, click here. 
INTERNATIONAL NEWS

UNEP Publish Report on MPA Governance
UNEP has published a report analysing the governance of 40 MPAs around the world, including 3 from the UK. The study attempts to tackle a key MPA governance question - how do we combine top-down, bottom-up and market approaches for reaching and implementing decisions in order to achieve effective and equitable MPAs? To find out more, and read the report, visit the UNEP website
Ministers Sign Declaration to Reduce Fish Discards
Ministers from the UK, France, Germany and Denmark have signed a declaration backing the gradual introduction of fish discard bans and committing the four countries to an ambitious reform of the Common Fisheries Policy. For more information, and WWF’s comment on the declaration, visit the FishUpdate.com website
Marine Habitat Maps for Celtic & North Seas
The European Marine Observation and Data Network have launched a pilot mapping portal that shows broadscale predicted marine habitats for Europe's seas. As well as the Celtic Sea and North Sea, the portal includes the Baltic Sea and the Western Mediterranean, covering over 2 million square kilometres in total. A consortium of 7 international partners, led by the JNCC, developed data layers and thresholds to allow the modelling of habitats according the EUNIS classification. JNCC welcome comments on the portal; please use the feedback options on the portal, or use the quick questionnaire provided. Visit the portal by clicking here

CONSULTATIONS

Integrated Coastal Zone Management - EC Consultation
The European Commission have launched an on-line consultation on Integrated Coastal Zone Management (ICZM) and/or Maritime Spatial Planning. Through the consultation the European Commission seeks to explore options for future EU action in coastal management and maritime planning. This is an important time for ICZM and marine planning in Europe, and anyone with an interest in either is strongly encouraged to contribute.

The consultation can be found on the Commission's DG Environment website (http://ec.europa.eu/environment/consultations/iczm.htm). Background information on ICZM policy in the EU is available on: http://ec.europa.eu/environment/iczm/home.htm.
The consultation will close on May 20th 2011. 
Consultation: Welsh Assembly Government Approach to Marine Planning
The Welsh Assembly Government (WAG) have opened a public consultation to seek views on how they should approach marine planning in Wales and what they should consider when drawing up marine plans. The consultation sets out their intention to develop a national plan for the Welsh inshore area and a national plan for the Welsh offshore area and adopt them by 2012/13. The consultation also sets out options for, and asks questions on, how the WAG should plan on a sub-national level to embed more detail into the national plans.

The consultation is open now and closes on 11th May 2011. To view the consultation documents and put forward your views, visit the WAG website
Consultation: HM Coastguard Proposals for Modernisation
This consultation puts forward proposals for a modernised, fully-networked national Coastguard that can more flexibly manage the greatly varying demands of its workload. These proposals will enable Coastguard Officers to better use their skills and training with a salary that reflects this. The consultation contains opportunities for comments and suggestions. The consultation is for Coastguard staff, Coastguard volunteers, partner organisations and the wider general public with an interest in the services the Coastguard Coordination Service provides.

The consultation ends on May 5th 2011. To view the consultation documents and post your views, visit the Maritime and Coastguard Agency website
CONFERENCES AND EVENTS

Call for Papers

Abstract submission deadline – 15 April 2011
MEDCOAST 11 – The 10th International Conference on the Mediterranean Coastal Environment
Conference date: 25th – 29th October 2011
Organiser: MEDCOAST
See: Conference information sheet
Events in the North West

29th – 30th June – ACC Liverpool
Renewable UK Offshore Wind 2011 – Conference and Exhibition
Organiser: RenewableUK

See: Conference website
30th July – 14th August 2011, The North West

National Marine Week

Organiser: The Wildlife Trusts
See: Event website
Events in Other Areas of the UK

19th to 23rd June 2011, Devon, UK
12th International Symposium on the Interactions between Sediment and Water
Organiser: The International Association for Sediment Water Science

See: conference website
22nd-24th June, Plymouth

Marine and Coastal Policy Forum 2011

Organiser: University of Plymouth

See:  conference website
26th June – 1st July, Plymouth

9th International Temperate Reefs Symposium

Organiser: The Marine Biological Association and the University of Plymouth 

See:  conference website
27th - 30th June, Plymouth

Advances in Marine Ecosystem Modelling

Organiser: Plymouth Marine Laboratory

See:  conference website
7th June 2011, SOAS, London

Marine Environmental Programmes – Cross Cutting Issues and Decision Making

Organiser: CIWEM

See: Conference website
15th & 16th November 2011, Belfast

Coastal Management 2011 - Innovative Coastal Zone Management: Sustainable Engineering for a Dynamic Coast
Organiser: ICE

See: conference website.

Events Overseas

27th to 29th April 2011, Naples, Italy

Coastal Processes 2011: Second International Conference on Physical Coastal Processes,

Management and Engineering
Organiser: Wessex Institute of Technology

See: conference website 

9th to 14th May 2011, Szczecin, Poland

ICS 2011: 11th International Coastal Symposium

Organisers: CER-F and University of Szczecin

See: conference website 

3rd to 7th July 2011, Arendal, Norway

2nd International Symposium on Integrated Coastal Zone Management

Organiser: Institute of Marine Research

See: conference website 

11th – 13th October 2011, Hamburg, Germany

Acqua Alta: Exhibition and International Conference on Climate Change, Flood Protection and Hydraulic Engineering
See: Conference website
25th-29th October 2011, Rhodes, Greece
MEDCOAST 11 – The 10th International Conference on the Mediterranean Coastal Environment.
Organiser: MedCOAST
See: Conference information sheet
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