Climate Change Impacts in the North West of England
Tackling the causes of climate change will require wholesale international legally binding agreements to reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. It is accepted that urgent action needs to be taken in the first half of this century to reduce emissions to prevent more serious change in the second half. However, regardless of any actions being taken we will have to prepare for unavoidable climate change as a result of past emissions. UK climate change scenarios predict the following changes over this century: 
· Hotter drier summers;

· Wetter, milder winters;

· More extreme weather events; and

· Raising sea levels.

In the North West a range of partners are working together support the move towards a low carbon economy and well adapting region coordinated through the delivery of the North West climate change action plan. Initial enabling studies have being commission to consider both the threats and opportunities of future climate change across different sectors. As a result of these studies it became apparent we need to encourage a greater awareness of the need for others to assess the impacts of the future climate change and understand the capacity they have to respond. We are seeking contribution from all sectors to develop a regional adaptation framework to reveal existing processes, and identify the progress being made toward a well adapting region.
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