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The Revised Bathing Water Directive

What is the revised Bathing Water Directive (rBWD)?
The revised Bathing Water Directive is an updated version of the current Bathing Water Directive. It replaces the current Directive, which is now over 30 years old. The revised Directive sets more stringent water quality standards and also puts a stronger emphasis on bathing water management and public information.
What will be the main changes from the current Directive?
Water Quality Standards:
· Changes to the microbiological parameters measured and a reduction in the general parameters currently required.

· A change from measuring compliance using a pass/fail approach to classification based on four classes: poor/sufficient/good/excellent. The classification is based on 4 years data.

· The requirement for all bathing waters to be classified as sufficient in 2015. 
· Advice against bathing if a bathing water is classified as poor

Public Information

· The development of bathing water profiles for all bathing waters, and a general description based on the profile to be displayed at the bathing water.

· Information to be displayed on signage at designated bathing waters

· The supply of more public information in various media so the public can choose where to bathe.

When will the changes be introduced?
The rBWD was adopted in March 2006 and transposed into UK law in April this year. Some of the key milestones are:
· 2008: First list of bathing waters under the rBWD 

· 2011: Establish bathing water profiles for all bathing waters

· 2012: Signage system in place at all bathing waters

· 2015: First classification of bathing waters under rBWD
Roles and Responsibilities
The Environment Agency is responsible for monitoring and achieving water quality standards at designated bathing waters, and also responsible for providing water quality information to the public and beach managers.  Beach operators (Local Authorities and Private Beach owners) are responsible for managing the beach and providing information to the public through signs at the beach. 
Bathing Waters in the North West
There are 33 designated bathing waters in the North West in 2010.
Bathing water quality has significantly improved in the North West since the introduction of the current bathing water directive in 1976. The revised Directive introduces a more stringent classification of water quality. Improvement is required at 50% of North West bathing waters to achieve the water quality requirements of the Directive for the first classification in 2015. 
An action plan has been developed for each bathing water and improvements are underway. Action includes improving sewerage infrastructure and tackling diffuse pollution. 
A partnership approach to improving key bathing waters will be developed.

