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NORTH WEST COASTAL FORUM NEWS

Biennial Regional Coastal Conference held

On 25th November, at the Merseyside Maritime Museum in Liverpool, the Forum held the 2010 Regional Coastal Conference – ‘A Changing Coast in Changing Times: Current and Emerging Policy  - What it Means For You’. The conference was popular, with over 110 delegates from across a wide range of sectors around the region attending. The programme was diverse, but focussed on recent legislation affecting the coastal zone and how that might affect stakeholders in the North West. Representatives from the MMO, the North West Sea Fisheries Committee and Irish Sea Conservation Zones presented on the implications of the Marine and Coastal Access Act (2009) whilst there was also a session on climate change and coastal risk management, with a presentation on the 2009 Cumbrian floods from Cumbria County Council and an overview of new flood legislation from the Environment Agency. 

In the Afternoon sessions, delegates heard talks on the North West Climate Change Action Plan from the Environment Agency, the NW England and NW Wales Shoreline Management Plan2 given by Halcrow, before the day wrapped up with presentations from the Environment Agency and the North West Coastal Forum on the impacts of European Legislation, including the Revised Bathing Water Directive and the, the Marine Strategy Framework Directive. Interspersed between the sessions were presentations to the winners of the inaugural North West Awards for Coastal Excellence, the details of which are below. 

Summaries of all the talks can be found on the Forum website here.

North West Awards for Coastal Excellence Announced

At the Regional Coastal Conference on 25 November, the winners of the inaugural North West Awards for Coastal Excellence were announced:

Coastal Community Action:

· Winner – Friends of the Estuary (Lytham)

· Highly Commended – Solway Coast Community Volunteer Group

Coastal Champion

· Winner – Ian Rowlands

· Highly Commended – Jack Manning

Coastal Best Practice

· Winner ​- Wyre Borough Council in partnership with Birse Coastal for the Cleveleys Coast Protection & Promenade Enhancements Scheme

· Highly Commended (Built Environment) – Blackpool Borough Council for the Blackpool Central Area Coast Protection Scheme

· Highly Commended (Tourism) – MerseyTravel for the U-Boat story visitor attraction

· Highly Commended (Business) – The Ship Inn – Piel Island

· Highly Commended (ICZM) – Environment Agency and RSPB for the Hesketh Outmarsh West Managed Realignment

More information on the winners & their associated projects can be found on the Forum website here
SUSTAIN Newsletter Published

SUSTAIN, a 3-year European project to develop a universal tool to help deliver sustainability on Europe’s coast, has published its first newsletter. There are 12 European partners involved in the project, one of which is Sefton Council, in partnership with the North West Coastal Forum. As the project nears the end of its first year, the newsletter details the work done and progress made so far, as well as looking ahead to future workshops and interregional visits. There are also several profiles of the partner organisations – ‘Voices of SUSTAIN’ – outlining their reasons for getting involved in the project and what they hope to get out of it. The newsletter can be downloaded from the NWCF website here. 

REGIONAL NEWS 

CSR North West

Following the Comprehensive Spending Review, the North West Research & Intelligence Unit (NWRIU) has published a report focussing on how the review will affect the North West as a region. Download the report by clicking here, or find more Treasury publications about the CSR and the NW here
Public Consultation for Mersey Tidal Barrage

Peel Holdings will begin the first round of public consultations for their proposed tidal-energy barrage in December. The project involves building a barrage across the Mersey from somewhere between New Ferry to Eastham on the Wirral side and Dingle to Garston on the Liverpool side. Peel are looking to hear from people who live in, work in and use the areas surrounding the location and will be holding consultation events at 10 different locations between Dec 11th and Jan 25th. For more information and to see the times and locations of the consultations, visit the Peel website.

NATIONAL NEWS

More than 8 out of 10 Bathing Waters in the UK meet European Standards for Quality

The Environment Agency has published a report stating that 86% of UK beaches have reached the stringent ‘guideline’ standards for water quality in 2010, an improvement on 80% in 2009. 493 sites were monitored, 10 of which failed to meet even minimum standards. The report also details the implications of the Bathing Water Directive, which will introduce much more stringent standards from 2015. For more information, see a BBC News article, or download the report directly from the Environment Agency website.
Marine Strategy Framework Directive Good Environmental Status (GES) Report

Defra have published the report of the Marine Strategy Framework Directive Good Environmental Status (GES) workshop held in October 2010. The outcomes of the workshop are intended to help inform policy development process on providing a characterisation of Good Environmental Status and the setting of targets and indicators under the Directive. For more information on the Marine Strategy Framework Directive, and to download the report, visit the Defra Website
MMO Announce First Marine Plan Areas

The Marine Management Organisation has announced the first two areas off the coast of England where marine plans will be developed. The areas are between Flamorough Head in East Riding of Yorkshire and Felixstowe in Suffolk (formerly known as East Inshore and East Offshore), and will be developed from April 2011. These plans are the first in what will become a comprehensive planning system around England, integrating social, economic and environmental factors and promoting the sustainable development of our seas. For more information, see the MMO press release.

MMO Chair Resigns

The Marine Management Organisation’s Chair, Chris Parry, has resigned, and stepped down from his position on November 30. Dr Derek Langslow CBE has been appointed interim Chair, until a full open appointment process has been carried out. Read the full Defra press release here.

MCCIP Publish New Reports

The Marine Climate Change Impacts Partnership (MCCIP) have added new reports to their website, including Ocean Acidification: Questions Answered, the Arctic Report Card 2010 and UKCIP news on storms and wind speeds. The general MCCIP website can be found here. 
20 Mile Chalk Reef Discovered off Norfolk Coast

Survey divers volunteering for the Marine Conservation Society have discovered Britain’s longest chalk reef in shallow waters off the Norfolk Coast. The reef is one and a half times longer than the previous record holder, Thanet Coast, and may even be the longest in the world. Species previously unrecorded in the area have been found on the reef and the divers have reported their findings to the Marine Conservation Zones project, hoping to see it protected by law. For more information, see The Telegraph report.
INTERNATIONAL NEWS

COP 16 Ends With Climate Deal

COP16, the United Nations Climate Change Conference, which was held in Cancun, Mexico over the first 2 weeks in December, has concluded with 190 nations signing a deal which includes measures to reduce carbon emissions, introduce a $100b-a-year ‘Green Fund’ and halt deforestation by 2020. Commentators have described the agreement as ‘a major step forward’ given that international negotiations had stumbled in previous years, but ‘fairly modest’, as it does not require the changes that scientists say are necessary to avoid dangerous climate change. For a full report and breakdown of the agreement’s details, see the Independent Newspaper’s report.

CONSULTATIONS

Ends 5th January 2011
Consultation: Secondary legislation for new marine licensing systems
A non formal written consultation has been launched today (2 December 2010) on the Secondary legislation for new marine licensing systems. 1) New Marine Licensing systems to be introduced under the Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009 and Marine (Scotland) Act 2010 are planned to commence in April 2011.  2) A non-formal written consultation has been launched today to seek your views on amendments proposed to national regulations implementing requirements under the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Directive and Habitats Directive relating to the approval of marine projects. 3) We are also proposing some drafting changes to improve and clarify the implementing regulations. 

The amended regulations will affect a wide range of organisations carrying out projects and activities at sea around the UK. Consultation documents can be found by clicking here
Ends 7th January 2011

Consultation: Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009: Secondary Legislation for the Marine Licensing System

A new Marine Licensing System introduced by the Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009 will be launched in spring 2011.  The consultation (England only) sets out policy proposals for the fees for the new marine licensing system. Defra invite your views on the proposals for the fees that will apply under a new Marine Licensing System. This will affect a wide range of organisations from marine industries, nature conservation agencies to other sea users.

For consultation documents, click the link below

http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/marine-licensing-system-fees/index.htm


Ends 15th February 2011

Consultation on a future EU financial instrument for the environment (continuation of LIFE+)

The European Commission has just launched an online public consultation to gather views on the next financial instrument for the environment, to succeed LIFE+ in the period 2014-2020. We welcome your opinions on its objectives, priorities and support modalities.This online consultation is one part of a wider public consultation, whose responses will be taken into account in the European Commission's proposal for a new instrument. Contributions are welcomed from national, regional and local administrations, environmental stakeholders and the general public.

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/consultations/life.htm
Ends 16th Feb 2011

Consultation - The Future funding for flood and coastal erosion

This consultation invites views on potential reforms to the way in which capital grant-in-aid is allocated to projects in England in order to manage the risk of flooding and coastal erosion. The current funding system means that the costs of risk management are almost entirely borne by the general taxpayer, limiting limits how much can be achieved as well as creating potential for inequity within the system. A different system is proposed whereby national budgets are no longer focused on the costs of managing risk, but instead pay for a share of the benefits delivered when risk management outcomes are achieved. 

This consultation will be of particular interest to the risk management operating authorities in England as well as other professional flood risk management partners in the public, private and voluntary sectors.  It will also be of interest to communities, businesses, land owners and others living, working or operating in areas at risk of flooding and coastal erosion.

For more information and consultation documents, click the link below

http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/flood-coastal-erosion/index.htm
Ends 16 February 2011

Consultation - The National Flood and Coastal Erosion Risk Management Strategy for England

The Environment Agency has been working with Defra to develop a strategy for flood and coastal erosion risk management in England. This strategy is required under the Flood and Water Management Act 200 and will describe what needs to be done by all involved in flood and coastal risk management to reduce the risk of flooding and coastal erosion, and to manage its consequences. Defra has provided policy input to the developing strategy. 

For more information and consultation documents, click the link below

https://consult.environment-agency.gov.uk/portal/ho/flood/fcerm/strategy
Ends 16th February 2011

Consultation: Draft Sustainable Development Guidance for Local Flood Authorities

Section 27 of the Flood and Water Management Act 2010 states that a lead local flood authority, district council, internal drainage board or highways authority must aim to make a contribution towards the achievement of sustainable development when exercising a flood or coastal erosion risk management function. 

This consultation will be of particular interest to local flood authorities (county councils, unitary authorities, district councils, internal drainage boards, highway authorities) who exercise a flood or coastal erosion risk management function.  It also seeks the views of the wider community who have an interest in sustainable development including individuals, consultants, NGOs and Agencies.

For more information and consultation documents, click the link below.

http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/flood-sustainable-development/index.htm
CONFERENCES AND EVENTS

Call for Papers

Abstract submission deadline – no date given but ‘as soon as possible’

Coastal Processes 2011: Second International Conference on Physical Coastal Processes,

Management and Engineering
Conference date: 27th to 29th April 2011, Naples, Italy

Organiser: Wessex Institute of Technology

See: conference website
Abstract submission deadline 15th January 2011

2nd International Symposium on Integrated Coastal Zone Management

Conference date: 3rd to 7th July 2011, Arendal, Norway

Organiser: Institute of Marine Research

See: conference website 

Events in the North West

30th & 31st March 2011, Liverpool

UK Young Coastal Scientists and Engineers Conference 2011 

Organiser: National Oceanography Centre

See: conference website
Events in Other Areas of the UK

19th & 20th January 2011, London

Coastal Futures 2011: Review and Future Trends

Organiser: CMS

See: CMS website 

27th January 2011, London

CIWEM National Flooding Conference & Rivers and Coastal Group Annual Conference

Email: Bob Earll, CMS (details not yet available on website)

4th & 5th April 2011, London

It’s Not Just About The Fish: Social and Cultural Perspectives of Sustainable Marine Fisheries

Organiser: University of Greenwich


See: conference website
6th & 7th April 2011, London

CIWEM Annual Conference: Big Society – Future Environment?

Organiser: CMS

See: CIWEM website
19th to 23rd June 2011, Devon, UK
12th International Symposium on the Interactions between Sediment and Water
Organiser: The International Association for Sediment Water Science

See: conference website
15th & 16th November 2011, Belfast

Coastal Management 2011 - Innovative Coastal Zone Management: Sustainable Engineering for a Dynamic Coast
Organiser: ICE

See: conference website.

15th & 16th November 2011, Belfast

Coastal Management 2011 - Innovative Coastal Zone Management: Sustainable Engineering for a Dynamic Coast

Organiser: ICE

See: conference website
Events Overseas

2nd to 4th November 2010, Dublin, Ireland

Biodiversity beyond 2010: Missed Opportunities, New Targets

Organiser: IEEM

See: conference website
7th to 10th February 2011, New Orleans, USA

6th International Conference of Remediation of Contaminated Sediments 

Organiser: Battelle

See: conference website [image: image1][image: image2][image: image3][image: image4][image: image5][image: image6]
27th to 29th April 2011, Naples, Italy

Coastal Processes 2011: Second International Conference on Physical Coastal Processes,

Management and Engineering
Organiser: Wessex Institute of Technology

See: conference website 

9th to 14th May 2011, Szczecin, Poland

ICS 2011: 11th International Coastal Symposium

Organisers: CER-F and University of Szczecin

See: conference website 

3rd to 7th July 2011, Arendal, Norway

2nd International Symposium on Integrated Coastal Zone Management

Organiser: Institute of Marine Research

See: conference website 
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