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 ICZM Update
Coastal Forum Contact Details
North West Coastal Forum: Caroline Salthouse tel: 01942 776941 email: caroline.salthouse@4nw.org.uk
or Alasdair Lindop tel: 01942 737910 email: alasdair.lindop@4nw.org.uk
NORTH WEST COASTAL FORUM NEWS
North West Coastal Forum Staff Changes

The North West Coastal Forum is pleased to announce that Alasdair Lindop has recently joined us as Regional Coastal Project Assistant. Alasdair has worked at 4NW since April 2010. A graduate of Newcastle University (BSc Hons Marine Biology & MSc Tropical Coastal Management), he has had a varied career, including time working as a charity project director, an EFL teacher and on a number of environmental projects in countries across the Tropics, before moving into coastal management.
Our Regional Coastal Trail Development Officer, Dave Perry, left us in December 2009 to join Natural England to work on the Walking for Health Programme. Dave has been invaluable in taking the North West Coastal Trail project forward and we wish him well in his new role. 
Significant progress has been made in the last few years in the strategic development of the North West Coastal Trail. This has taken place within a changing national context due to the Marine and Coastal Access Act and associated developments within Natural England for taking forward coastal access on foot. As a result of these changes and the burgeoning workload across the range of Forum activity the Forum’s Board took the decision to use Dave’s departure as an unlooked for opportunity to review the staffing needs for the Forum Secretariat as a whole, with the result that the new post of Regional Coastal Project Assistant was created. This new post will support the Regional Coastal Project Officer, Caroline Salthouse, across the full North West Coastal Forum work programme. The North West Coastal Forum remains committed to the Coastal Trail project and its long term delivery. Strategic input for the Trail project will be provided by Caroline who performed this function prior to Dave’s appointment and Alasdair’s new post will provide, when necessary, two pairs of hands to progress the Trail project. 
REGIONAL NEWS

Irish Sea Conservation Zones Update

Irish Sea Conservation Zones is a project to engage local stakeholders about the establishment of Marine Conservation Zones in the Irish Sea. The first stakeholder group meeting took place on March 18 and the report is now available. For more information on the project and a copy of the report, visit the project website
NATIONAL NEWS
MMO goes live!

At midnight on March 31st, the Marine Management Organisation, the new public body given powers and established under the Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009, was officially established. For more information see the MMO website. 

Flood and Water Management Act 2010 
The Flood and Water Management Bill gained Royal Assent on the 8th April. It lays out provision for better and more comprehensive management of flood risk. It will also help improve water bill affordability and help ensure continuity of water supplies to the consumer. For more information see Defra’s website
Marine (Scotland) Act 2010

On March 10, Scotland’s Marine Bill received Royal assent, making it the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010. The Act provides a framework for balancing competing demands on Scotland’s seas, with a duty to protect the environment, whilst boosting economic investment in areas such as marine energy. Main measures include: marine planning, licensing and conservation, seal conservation and enforcement. For more information, visit the Scottish Government
New National Oceanographic Centre (NOC) goes live!

A new national oceanographic centre, bringing together the Proudman Oceanographic Laboratory in Liverpool and the National Oceanographic Centre in Southampton has been created by NERC, going live on 1st April 2010. The new research organisation will deliver integrated marine science and technology from the deep sea to the coast, working in close partnership with UK marine science institutions. For more information see the NERC press release or the NOC website.
Plan backs Marine Energy for 15m Homes

The Government’s Marine Energy Action Plan sets out plans to harness energy from the sea to power 15m homes. The document also claims as much as 70M tonnes of CO2 could be saved by 2050 and highlights the potential of the marine energy sector to provide 16,000 jobs. For more information see EDIE newslink 

Awards for Environmental Excellence: Entries Open

Edie’s Awards for Environmental Excellence span 9 categories and celebrate the years most successful innovators and breakthroughs. For more information, see award wesbite
Marine Conservation Zones Update

Consultations have finished on both the Marine Conservation Zones Project Delivery and Ecological Network Guidance. Final draft versions are available and final reports to be published in June 2010. Regional stakeholders are now being consulted on recommendations for MCZ placement. More information and draft copies of both reports are available from the JNCC website.
INTERNATIONAL NEWS
New Scoring System to Rank Onshore Windfarm Acceptability

A new study has developed a scoring system that may help authourities make decisions on windfarm development proposals. The system considers 4 aspects of a wind farm: technical properties, the social impact, the environmental impact and the share of earnings offered as compensation for any negative effects. For more information, see EC report

PUBLICATIONS

Mersey Tidal Power: Stage 1 Options and Non Technical Summary Published

A stage one feasibility study investigating the various potential technology options for generating tidal energy in the Mersey. Both reports can be found on the Mersey Tidal Power website.
Published: Coastal Access Scheme 

Natural England have finished consultations and published a scheme (methodology) on their approach to securing coastal access under the Marine and Coastal Access Act. The report can be accessed with more information at Natural England’s coastal access site.

Strategy for seaside success: Securing the future of seaside economies

This strategy, published by Communities and Local Government, aims to ensure seaside towns have the support they need to  build on their heritage and capitalise on new opportunites, such as low carbon economies and online services, to develop strong economies and communities for the future. The report can be found here.
MCS Beachwatch 2009 Summary report

The Marine Conservation Society have published the report on their annual ‘Big Weekend’ beach clean up. The report includes a detailed breakdown of the types of litter found on UK beaches, the chief culprit of which is plastic. More information and the report can be found on the MCS website
Adapting to Coastal Change: Developing a Policy Framework

Defra have published a document outlineing their ideas and guidance on how communities at the coast can plan for change, as well as investigating how change might affect business, local infrastructure and the environment. It is closely linked to the new PPS 25 Supplement: Development and Coastal Change (see below). More information and the report can be found at the Defra website.
Planning Policy Statement 25 Supplement: Development and Coastal Change

This Planning Policy Statement (PPS) Supplement sets out a planning framework for the continuing economic and social viability of coastal communities. The policy aims to strike the right balance between economic prosperity and reducing the consequencies of coastal change on communities. Download the report here.

Book: Coastal Regeneration in English Resorts 2010

Published by the Coastal Communities Alliance (CCA), this book aims to maintain and extend the debate on how to address the complex social and economic problems often associated with English coastal resorts, suggesting a new way of thinking to move forward. For more information see a CoastNET review, or download the book in pdf format
Valuing The Marine Estate and UK Seas: An Ecosystem Services Framework

Commissioned by The Crown Estate, this report proposes a framework for valueing the marine estate and the services that occur within it. The report is downloadable free from the  Crown Estate website (registration required).

CONSULTATIONS

Closes 7th May 2010

Pre-consultation on the UK Marine Policy Statement

The MPS will be the first step in new systems of marine planning being introduced around the UK. It will provide the high level policy context within which Marine Plans will be developed, and set the direction for marine licensing and other authorisation systems. See: Consultation website
Closes 1st June 2010

Secondary Legislation for Marine Licensing Enforcement – Monetary Penalties and Appeals Against Statutory Notice

Part 4 of the Marine and Coastal Access Act (2009) sets out a framework for a new marine licensing system to regulate marine development works and activities. A new suite of tools have been introduced to enable more effective and proportionate licensing offences and this Defra consultation seeks views on 2 features: A system of monetary penalties for licensing offences; and A mechanism for people to appeal against statutory notices. For more information, see the consultation website. 
Ends 14th June 2010

Consultation of the Orders establishing Inshore Fisheries and Conservation districts and their associated authorities 
This consultation seeks your views on the core provisions that each order setting up and IFC district must specify, e.g. the seaward and landward boundaries of the districts, the numbers of MMO appointees and local authority members and the rationale for deciding where a district should end, which local authorities will fall within the new districts and the proportion of levy they must pay towards their IFCA’s expenses. We are also consulting on the rules of procedure that IFCA committees will be required to operate. Consultation website
Ends 14th June 2010

Consultation on proposed regulations setting out procedures for making representations about and objections to Natural England’s coastal access reports 

Part 9 of the Marine and Coastal Access Act (2009) introduces a new Schedule 1A into the National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act 1949 which is contained in Schedule 19 to the 2009 Act.  This provides for a number of regulations to be made to cover the process in which representations and objections may be made about Natural England’s coastal access proposals.  Objections made by a person with a relevant interest in affected land may be referred to an “appointed person.”  Consultation website
CONFERENCES AND EVENTS

Events in the North West

7th May, Liverpool

Course: International Maritime Trade

Organiser: Quay Skills: Freight

See: Training website
14th May, Edge Hill University

Edge Hill University Annual Coastal Conference

Organiser: Edge Hill University 

Contact: Worsleya@edgehill.ac.uk
19th May, Liverpool

World Maritime Showcase
Organiser: UK Trade and Investment

See: Conference website
24th May, Lancaster

Morecambe Bay Partnership Annual Conference

Organiser: Morecambe Bay Partnership

See: Conference website
6th-13th June, Solway Firth

World Oceans Week (incorporating World Oceans Day 8th June) – variety of events

Organiser: Solway Firth Partnership

See: Event website
29th June – 1st July, Telford

Flood & Coastal Risk Management Conference 2010
Organiser: Defra and Environment Agency

See: Conference website
July 6th, Lancaster

Catchment Change Network Annual Conference

Organiser: Catchment Change Network

See: Conference flyer
28th September, Lancaster

Beyond PP25 – Should uncertainty in flood risk management make any difference?

Organiser: Development Planning Network

See: Conference website
Events in Other Areas of the UK

28th - 29th April, London

CIWEM Annual Conference

Organiser: CMS for CIWEM

See: Conference website
10th-13th May, Oban 

Marine Spatial Planning Course

Organiser: Scottish Association of Marine Science

See: Course website 

17th -21st May, Plymouth

Marine Planning Course

Organiser: University of Plymouth

See: Conference website
21st May, Poole

Coastal Planning

Organiser: RTPI South West

See: Conference website
26th May, Birmingham

Groundwater’s role in reducing our carbon footprint

Organiser: UK Groundwater Forum


See: Conference website

2nd June, SOAS, London

Surface Water Management: Delivering for Communities – Next Steps and Action Programmes

Organiser: CIWEM – CMS

See: Conference website
9th June, London

Greening the Public Sector
Organiser: Public Service Events

See: Conference website
18th June, Inverness

Shipping Pollution: Reducing its Impact

Organiser: KIMO UK

See: Conference flyer or contact: Tom Piper
23rd June, London

Hydropower Conference

Organiser:  CMS for Environment Agency & CIWEM

See: Conference website
23rd-24th June, London

3rd International Wave Energy Summit

Organiser: Wave Energy Today

See: Conference website
28th June – 1st July, Wye, Kent

Training course:  Good Practice Stakeholder Participation... with a focus on the environment

Organiser: Dialogue Matters

See: Info/application form
July 1st, London

Marine Planning and Management

Organiser: CMS

See: Conference website
July 7th, London

Integrated Water Management  

Organiser: CIWEM - CMS

See: Conference website
31st -16th August, Nationwide

National Marine Week
23rd -27th August, Edinburgh
45th European Marine Biological Symposium. 

Organiser: Heriot-Watt University

See: Conference website
21st – 23rd September, London

Littoral Conference
Organiser: CoastNET

See: Conference website
19th – 21st October, Portsmouth

“Fisheries in Transition” From Source to Sea   
Organiser: Institute of Fisheries Management

See: Conference website
1st-2nd November, London
Environment and Business: The challenge and the opportunity 

Organiser: IEMA

See: Conference website
16th to 18th November, Edinburgh

Coasts, Marine Structures and Breakwaters

Organiser: Institute of Civil Engineers

See: Conference website
23rd-24th November, London

4th International Tidal Energy Summit

Organiser: Wave Energy Today

See: Conference website 
Events Overseas

27th-28th May, Karlsruhe, Germany

International Conference on Human Capital for Sustainable Economies 

Organiser: ADAPT, University of Modena & Etech Germany

See: Conference website
18th–21st May, Gijon, Asturias, Spain
European Maritime Day Stakeholders Conference 

Organiser: European Commission

See: Conference website
27th – 28th May, Helsinki, Finland
ESPO Conference 2010: Living and working with ports – the human face of a global business sector

Organiser: ESPO

See: Conference website
2nd-4th November, Dublin

Biodiversity beyond 2010: Missed Opportunities, New Targets

Organiser: IEEM

See: IEEM conference info
24th-26th November, Texel, Netherlands

Seminar: Science and Coastal Management

Organiser: EUCC

See: Conference website
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