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 ICZM Update
Coastal Forum Contact Details
North West Coastal Forum: Caroline Salthouse tel: 01942 776941 email: caroline.salthouse@4nw.org.uk
North West Coastal Trail: Dave Perry tel: 01942 737910 email: david.perry@4nw.org.uk
NORTH WEST COASTAL FORUM NEWS

Diary Date: Spring 2010: Coastal Engineering Solutions – this 2 day conference sponsored by Birse Coastal Engineering will now be taking place in early spring next year. This will be a technical event aimed at engineers, academics and all those with an interest in innovation and best practice in coastal defence. This is a North West Coastal Forum Communication and Networking Event and further details including venue, timings and how to book will be circulated in due course
Understanding the Coastal Communities of the North West: Supplementary Report
The North West Coastal Forum and 4NW are pleased to announce that a further study, separating out Lytham and St Annes is now available. The report and the revised Fylde summary, plus a link to the data spreadsheet, is available to download from the North West Coastal Forum website. See: Coastal Forum weblink 
Planning and Coastal Change Event 

The North West Coastal Forum held a free half day seminar on 21st September for local authority planners and other coastal stakeholders from North West England and North Wales. Attended by over 50 delegates the event was endorsed by the RTPI North West Branch and will count towards continuing professional development for planners. It featured presentations on the Shoreline Management Plan consultation which is now live (see under consultations later), a new planning policy for Development and Coastal Change, the Environment Agency's new publication on Planning at the Coast and a round up of progress on the Marine Bill and associated marine and coastal planning issues. Funded by 4NW - the Regional Leaders Board, the event was run in conjunction with the North West and North Wales Coastal Group and the North West Branch of the RTPI.

The presentations from the event are now available to download from: weblink 
REGIONAL NEWS

Bay-wide Programme for Morecambe Bay and the Duddon Estuary Area

A prospectus – Headland to Headspace – has been published by Morecambe Bay Partnership to outline the opportunities for the Morecambe Bay area. The Morecambe Bay Partnership is working with local authorities and others to explore the potential of a Morecambe Bay and Duddon Programme which would include bringing together a series of regeneration projects around the bay to provide more coherent justification for individual projects, a tourism marketing strategy to complement existing brands, spatial planning around the bay, developing and connecting the existing tourism and recreational assets of the Bay area and improving the area’s image for investors. The prospectus and more details on the programme and earlier, underpinning, studies can be found on the Bay Wide Programme weblink 

River Basin Management Plans Published: Dee, North West and Solway Tweed

The River Basin Plans, amended in light of the recent consultation, were submitted to the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs and Welsh Ministers for approval on 22nd September 2009. The submitted plans are all available to download from WFD weblink. Once approved the finalised plans will be formally published on 22nd December 2009.
Blackpool Illuminations win Tourism Award
Blackpool Illuminations won Tourism Event of the Year in the Northwest Tourism Awards 2009. For a video of the illuiminations and other news see Visit Blackpool weblink 

Leeds Liverpool Canal Link and Public Realm Works at Pier Head scoop multiple awards

This £22m flagship restoration project won the NW Institute of Highways & Transportation "Transport Project of the Year" award in 2009, the Waterways category in the national Street Design awards and the public space award at the Northwest Tourism Awards 2009. For more information on the scheme see Liverpool Canal Link weblink 

Latest News on NW Region Tidal Energy Schemes

Opportunities for tidal energy are being explored in the Solway Firth and the Mersey. On the Solway an early study is taking place to explore possibilities. A report from this study is expected later this November. See Solway Energy Gateway weblink. On the Mersey Peel Energy is continuing to develop ideas for a Mersey tidal power scheme with a full scale feasibility study now underway. See Peel Energy weblink.
NATIONAL NEWS

Marine and Coastal Access Bill Progress
The Marine and Coastal Access Bill finished its progress through the House of Commons on 27th October and will return to the House of Lords on 11th November. It is still hoped that the Bill will receive Royal Assent in November 2009. For more information on the Bill and links to the latest Marine and Coastal Access Newsletter see: Defra's Marine Bill weblink 
Delivering Marine Conservation Zones and European Sites

A summary of the responses to the recent Defra consultation on ‘Delivering Marine Conservation Zones and European Sites: A draft strategy for marine protected areas’ has just been published. The draft strategy sets out a vision and framework for marine protected areas in territorial waters adjacent to England and UK offshore waters for the next ten years and shows how existing obligations for marine protected areas under European Directives together with Marine Conservation Zones under the Marine and Coastal Access Bill and other designated sites will deliver an ecologically coherent network by 2012. The consultation responses can be viewed on the following site: Consultation weblink
Scottish Marine Bill Progress

The Scottish Marine Bill passed its first parliamentary stage on 29th October. For more information, including a link to the  bill text see: News release
Environment Agency’s ‘CSI  Seaside Project’ for Bathing Water

The Environment Agency is using an innovative cutting edge DNA identification technique to pin point sources of pollution affecting bathing water. The project, believed to be the first of its kind anywhere in the world, can determine whether faecal pollution is run off from animals or humans, i.e. from run-off from agricultural land or from a sewage outfall. The Agency’s National Laboratory Service is using a technique known as Microbial Source Tracking (MST), similar to that used in crime scene investigation techniques, and once perfected Environment Officers in the field will be able to identify the pollution type and take appropriate action, so helping to improve the quality of bathing water over time. For more information see: weblink 
Marine Renewable Energy State of the Industry Report Released

BWEA has just published a State of the Industry report looking at marine renewables in the UK. The report identifies the estimated cost of energy from different wave and tidal stream devices and reviews the issues for implementing commercial schemes using this technology. See: weblink (pdf)
UK Marine Science Strategy website shortly to go live

The UK Marine Science Co-ordination Committee, a body tasked with helping the UK face future marine science challenges, was established in response to a House of Commons Science and Technology Committee report, ‘Investigating the Oceans’. It replaces the Inter-Agency Committee on Marine Science and Technology. The Committee is currently developing a UK Marine Science Strategy which will provide high level direction and identify cross-cutting actions to improve the delivery of marine science. A website where more information on their work can be found, including the draft strategy and associated stakeholder workshops, is due to go live during November 2009 and can be accessed via the following link: Marine Science weblink
Innovative Approach to Regional Landscape and Seascape Character Assessment: East Midlands

The East Midlands Landscape Character Assessment (EMRLCA) is the first region-wide assessment to include seascape as part of the landscape. This was to ensure compliance with the European Landscape Convention (ELC) which includes marine areas within its definition of landscape. Seascape is important to the East Midlands as the eastern boundary of Lincolnshire is mainly coastal and plays a large part in local identity. Guidance on seascape was drawn from several sources 
however it was determined that these were too narrowly focussed on visual criteria and needed to include physical and cultural influences on character in the same way as terrestrial Landscape Character does, to ensure consistency with the ELC. For more information see: EMRLCA weblink 

INTERNATIONAL NEWS
Progress Report on the EU's Integrated Maritime Policy 
The European Commission has recently published a report reviewing progress on the Integrated Maritime Policy Action Plan. 56 out of the original 65 actions in the Action Plan have been launched or completed, with only 9 actions showing no progress. For more information see: 
EC Maritime Affairs weblink
Dynamic and Interactive Vulnerability Assessment (DIVA) 

The 5th Framework Programme EC-funded project DINAS-COAST (Dynamic and Interactive Assessment of National, Regional and Global Vulnerability of Coastal Zones to Climate Change and Sea-Level Rise) was a modelling project which combined knowledge and data from many different disciplines to help policymakers assess coastal vulnerability to climate change. A major part of the project was the development of a dynamic, interactive and flexible vulnerability assessment tool -  DIVA. This enables a range of mitigation or adaptation scenarios to be evaluated. Work is now taking place to further develop and apply this methodology and tool. For more information see:  DIVA weblink 
The Effects of Climate Change on the Australian Coast

An Australian Parliamentary Committee Report, Managing our Coastal Zone in a Changing Climate, recommends banning further development on the Australian coast, which already hosts over 80% of the population. Property worth around Aus $150bn is estimated to be at risk from rising sea levels and increased storminess. Although the report falls short of recommending relocation of communities inland it does recommend that an independent group be established to investigate whether such relocation is a viable option. For more information see: BBC news link

CONSULTATIONS

Closes 1st December 2009

Consultation on amending the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 for coastal land 

The aim is to make sure that coastal land is included within the CROW Act’s description of land to which the public has a right of access for the purposes of open-air recreation. It also proposes some other amendments to CROW. See CROW Act amendment consultation 
Closes 31st December 2009

Consultation on Reform of the Common Fisheries Policy

The European Commission has launched a consultation on the management of EU fisheries. The aim is to gather views from all those with an interest in the future of Europe's fisheries, from fishermen to taxpayers, on the future of Europe's fisheries; their visions and how those visions can become reality. 
See: Consultation website
Closes 12th January 2010

Enjoying Water in the North West

The Environment Agency has worked with stakeholders across the region to develop a draft Regional Strategy for Water-related Recreation. The move to develop such a plan for each region has come about because of the growing demand for outdoor recreation and the need to consider widening access to water, including coastal waters, whilst protecting the environment and wildlife. They are now asking for views on the aims and priorities in the plan and what help organisations can given to achieve the aims. For more information see:  consultation weblink or contact   jo.ratcliffe@environment-agency.gov.uk for a hard copy of the draft plan or for further details.
Closes 20th January 2010
Shoreline Management Plan 2 Consultation

The North West and North Wales Coastal Group has been working with stakeholders across the region to pull together plans for how the coastline of North West England and North Wales should be managed over the next 100 year for people, their homes, businesses and the environment. The proposals are now open for public consultation. The draft SMP and supporting appendices are available through the following link: SMP2 consultation 
Closes 22nd January 2010

The Marine Strategy Framework Directive: Putting in place the legal framework for implementation
Defra, the Scottish Government, the Welsh Assembly Government and the Department of the Environment in Northern Ireland have issued a joint consultation on how the Marine Strategy Framework Directive (Directive 2008/56/EC) will be transposed into UK law. The MSFD must be transposed into UK law by July 2010 so a series of regulations are being proposed to provide a legal framework to enable implementation. See the following link: MSFD consultation
CONFERENCES AND EVENTS

Advance Notice and Calls for Papers

21st December 2009 – Abstract submission deadline

Littoral 2010 - Adapting to global change at the coast: Leadership, Innovation, and Investment, 21st to 23rd September 2010, Royal Geographical Society, London, Organiser: Coastnet

Authors are encouraged to submit papers describing previously unpublished, original research results which are not currently under review by another conference or journal, or – new for Littoral 2010 - case studies of good practice. All entries must fit with the conference themes. 
For more details see: Littoral call for papers
Events in the North West

Various 2009, North West

Morecambe Bay Beach Clean Dates 2009 
Details of beach clean events, including dates up to December 2009 are now available on the Morecambe Bay Partnership website 

11th to 13th November, Blackpool

Waste Water and Integrated Urban Drainage Conference

Organiser: WAPUG

See:  conference website 

 
20th November 2009, Dumfries (not North West but event of strong regional interest)
Solway Firth Partnership Conference and AGM

Organiser: Solway Firth Partnership

See:  SFP website 

26th November 2009, Preston
Ribble Forum

Organiser: Mersey Basin Campaign

See:  Mersey Basin website
3rd December 2009, Liverpool

Marine Policy Statement Workshop
Organiser: Defra

Contact: Marine.policy.statement@defra.gsi.gov.uk
Spring 2010, Blackpool

Coastal Engineering Solutions

Organiser: North West Coastal Forum

Details will be circulated / on the Forum news weblink  in due course 

Mid March 2010, Morecambe Bay area

Morecambe Bay Partnership Annual Conference

Organiser Morecambe Bay Partnership

Details will be available in due course on Conference 2010 weblink
30th June & 1st July 2010, Liverpool
BWEA Offshore Wind 2010 

Organiser: BWEA

Details available in due course on the BWEA events page  

Events in Other Areas of the UK

10th to 12th November 2009, Brandon, Suffolk
Protected Areas – Past, Present and Prospects
Organiser: IEEM

See: Conference website
17th & 18th November 2009, London

3rd International Tidal Energy Summit 2009
Organiser: Tidal Today

Contact: Conference website 
25th November 2009, London

Describing Good Environmental Status: Marine Strategy Framework Directive Conference 
Organiser: CMS  
See: CMS website  
27th November 2009, North Shields
Marine Policy Statement Workshop
Organiser: Defra

Contact: Marine.policy.statement@defra.gsi.gov.uk
2nd & 3rd December 2009, Portsmouth

UK Maritime Heritage Forum
Organiser: National Maritime Museum

See: UK Maritime Heritage Forum web link
8th and 9th December, London

Sea change: securing a future for Europe’s seas (international event)
Organiser: Natural England in partnership with the Joint Nature Conservation Committee
See:  Sea Change website 

10th December 2009, London 
Rethinking Water: Emerging challenges for Regulation and Legislation
Organiser: CMS 
See: Conference weblink 
20th & 21st January 2010, London

Coastal Futures: Review and Future Trends
Organiser: CMS 

See: Conference weblink
27th January 2010, London
CIWEM Rivers and Coastal Group Annual Conference   

Organiser: CMS

See: CIWEM website
2nd & 3rd February 2010, Peterborough
World Wetlands Day   

Organiser: CMS

See: CIWEM website
3rd March 2010, London
Water Framework Directive: Next steps
Organiser: CMS

See: CIWEM website
4th March 2010, London

BWEA Wave & Tidal 2010 

Organiser: BWEA

See: BWEA conference web link 

20th March 2010, London

Marine Spatial Planning

Organiser: CMS

Details available in due course from CMS website 
28th April 2010, London

CIWEM Annual Conference 2010 - Water and the Global Environment

Organiser: CMS

See: Conference weblink
13th May 2010, Birmingham
CIWEM Rivers and Coastal Group – Spring Meeting
Contact: Kathryn Bell: Kathryn.bell@arup.com
Events Overseas

8th – 13th November 2009, Curitiba, Brazil 

9th International Conference on Artificial Reefs and Related Aquatic Habitats - 9th CARAH

Organiser: National organising committee with Associação MarBrasil and ADN Eventos
See: 9th CARAH website   
2nd to 4th December 2009, Tunisia

Best Environmental Practices in Coastal and Maritime Engineering

Organiser: Pôle Mer PACA and the Centre Français du Littoral Association
See: Conference flyer pdf  
20th May 2010, events Europe-wide

European Maritime Day 2010

See: European Maritime Day 2010 website 

15th to 18th June 2010, Denmark

EUTRO 2010: The Third International Symposium on Research and Management of Eutrophication in Coastal Ecosystems

Organised by ICES, DHI and NOAA
See: Symposium website
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