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 ICZM Update
Coastal Forum Contact Details
North West Coastal Forum: Caroline Salthouse tel: 01942 776941 email: caroline.salthouse@4nw.org.uk
North West Coastal Trail: Dave Perry tel: 01942 737910 email: david.perry@4nw.org.uk
NORTH WEST COASTAL FORUM NEWS

Diary Dates

Two North West Coastal Forum Communication and Networking Events are planned for this autumn. Further details including venue, timings and how to book will be circulated in due course.

· 21st September: Planning and Coastal Change: this half day seminar is aimed at all North West local authority planners to support them in developing sustainable plans in the light of future coastal change and to provide a detailed briefing on the forthcoming Shoreline Management Plan 2 consultation. This event, funded by 4NW, is endorsed by RTPI North West and will count towards CPD for planners. It will be followed in the afternoon with a meeting for those involved in developing regional policy on planning and economic development.

· 3rd & 4th November: Coastal Engineering Solutions: this 2 day conference sponsored by Birse Coastal Engineering is a technical event aimed at engineers, academics and all those with an interest in innovation and best practice in coastal defence

Giving Evidence to the All Party Parliamentary Group Rural Deprivation and Disadvantage Inquiry

On 30th June Caroline Salthouse travelled to Westminster to present the research findings of the Forum and 4NWs’ 'Understanding the Coastal Communities of the North West' study to the third session of the All Party Parliamentary Group on Coastal and Marine Issues Rural Deprivation and Disadvantage Enquiry. The findings from the rural coastal communities studied were brought together into a short report to add to an evidence base being gathered nationally to inform future Parliamentary work. 
Understanding the Coastal Communities of the North West: 

A Qualitative and Quantitative Assessment of Socio-Economic & Environmental Issues and Opportunities for Coastal Communities in North West England

The North West Coastal Forum and 4NW are pleased to announce that the above research is now complete. The purpose of this work was to establish a base-line picture of the region’s coastal communities. In total 47 of the North West's coastal communities were examined, encompassing both large and small settlements. The data gathered will be will be used as part of the evidence base for future spatial, economic and coastal strategy work in the region. 

A very successful dissemination event was held on 29th June at the Midland Hotel, Morecambe, where over 70 delegates heard presentations on the national context for the research (Peter Hampson, BRADA) and the regional context (Caroline Salthouse, 4NW), and were introduced to the research findings by Rob Hindle, Rural Innovation and James Shorten, c4g, two of the consultants who worked on the project. The event was chaired by Michael Gallagher, Director of Planning Transport and Housing at 4NW - the Regional Leaders Board. 
Copies of the main report, Executive Summary, Map Book and Local Authority District Summaries, together with the presentations from the event, are available to download North West Coastal Forum website. In addition to the above documents there is also a Data Workbook which is available separately from the Coastal Forum secretariat. We have a limited stock of hard copies of the main report and executive summary. See Coastal Forum weblink
REGIONAL NEWS

Morecambe Promenade Cycle Route wins National Transport Award

Lancashire County Council and Lancaster City Council have won the award in the Cycling Improvements Category at the 2009 National Transport Awards in London, earlier this July. 

The route, opened officially to cyclists in 2007, is part of the Lancaster Cycling Demonstration Town. It contributes to improved accessibility, better health and the regeneration of Morecambe and provides a utility route linking town and school as well as an attractive leisure route with wonderful views across Morecambe Bay. Over 11000 trips were made on the route in June, with an average of 376 cyclists per day. It links to the Lancaster Canal towpath and the Morecambe Greenway enabling an 11 mile circuit on off-road paths. For more information see: DfT's Cycling England web link 

J’aime La Tour (an Eiffel of Blackpool)

Visit Blackpool have produced a short film viewable on YouTube to encourage a new range of visitors. See Visit Blackpool website 

Quality Coast Award Beaches

Six North West beaches have achieved the Keep Britain Tidy Quality Coast Award: Blackpool South Beach (Blackpool Borough Council); St Annes Pier (Fylde Borough Council); Morecambe South (Lancaster City Council), and Ainsdale, Crosby and Southport (Sefton Borough Council). See Keep Britain Tidy website.
Two New Marine Natura 2000 Sites Proposed for North West England

Natural England has just published details of proposals to create 6 new Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) and 2 new Special Protected Areas (SPAs) across England, of which 2 are in the North West.

The two North West sites are: Shell Flat and Lune Deep, Morecambe Bay (draft SAC) and Liverpool Bay (potential SPA). Liverpool Bay also includes Welsh waters and so is being progressed jointly with CCW. A formal public consultation on the proposals will take place from November 2009. For more details see: Natural England web link
Irish Sea Conservation Zones Project Established

To help deliver a system of marine conservation zones in line with the Marine and Coastal Access Bill proposals Natural England and the Joint Nature Conservation Committee have established four regional projects around the English coast. The Irish Sea project is called the Irish Sea Conservation Zones Project and the project team headed up by Rowan Byrne is based at Envirolink in Warrington.  A formal project launch will be held in the autumn. Wide stakeholder involvement is a key part of developing the marine conservation zone proposals and the team want as much input from communities and marine users as possible. Site selection will be based on a balance between scientific evidence and the impacts on people’s lives and livelihoods. The project team will support a stakeholder steering group that will make recommendations to Natural England and JNCC on the Marine Conservation Zones in spring 2011. To register your interest in involvement and keep up to date on progress see: Irish Sea Conservation Zone Project website. For more information about the overarching national project see MCZ Project Leaflet (pdf format) 
Cumbria’s Landscape Character

Cumbria County Council are reviewing the Landscape Character of Cumbria. They are seeking  comments on existing landscape character descriptions, the forces for change in the landscapes and the visions and guidelines that will help maintain the distinctive landscape characteristics. Five workshops took place across the county during June and July. Comments are still welcome up to 11th September – further information and a feedback form are available on Cumbria's Landscape Character workshops web link
NATIONAL NEWS

Chair Designate of Marine Management Organisation Appointed

Christopher Parry has been appointed Chair Designate of the new Marine Management Organisation (MMO), an independent body to regulate and manage the sea around England. Mr Parry will formally become Chair of the MMO once the Marine and Coastal Access Bill has passed through Parliament. See http://www.defra.gov.uk/news/2009/090702a.htm 
Marine and Coastal Access Bill Progress
The Marine and Coastal Access Bill has now progressed through the House of Lords and the Commons, completing the Commons Committee Stage on 14th July. The remaining stages prior to Royal Assent will be completed in the autumn. For more information on the Bill and links to the latest Marine and Coastal Access Newsletter see: http://www.defra.gov.uk/marine/legislation/index.htm 

England’s Coast Path

Natural England have published maps indicating which areas of coast have satisfactory legally secure footpaths as defined in Annexes 3 and 4 of their report ‘Coastal Access: An Audit of Coastal Paths in England’. The North West region has the least amount of satisfactory legally secure coastal access in England; however the situation is not as bad as might be indicated by the published maps as many of the North West coastal routes are permissive and so do not count in this assessment. Some other popular routes, such as the Wirral Way, are excluded as they deviate inland in some places and so fall outside of the criteria used for this audit. See Natural England Coastal Access web link for the maps and other information including the Coastal Access audit report.
Implementing Marine Planning

A document on implementation of marine planning has been produced as part of the programme of work to establish the Marine Management Organisation (MMO). It sets out an early view of how the MMO will approach the implementation of the marine planning responsibilities which the Bill places on it and provides a high level overview of Marine Planning for English inshore and offshore waters. It summarises extensive work done by Defra in consultation with stakeholders in support of the Marine and Coastal Access Bill. More detailed statements of policy and practice will be developed over time to form a comprehensive guide to the operation of marine planning in preparation for the MMO assuming responsibility for delivery. This document highlights the decisions that have been taken and those that remain outstanding and gives an outline timetable for establishing the MMO's marine planning capability and for delivery of marine plans. There are two main audiences:

Coverage for this work is limited to the areas for which the Secretary of State is the marine plan authority and for which the MMO will have delegated responsibilities (English inshore and off-shore regions). There will be separate marine plan authorities for Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland, where different arrangements will apply. See MMO marine planning web page
Coastal Change Pathfinder Programme and Consultation on Coastal Change Policy 
On 16th June Hilary Benn, Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, launched a consultation on Coastal Change policy. This consultation considers how coastal communities can successfully adapt to the impacts of coastal change and the Government’s role in supporting this. The consultation also provides details of a new coastal change pathfinder programme that Defra is intending to establish and bids are invited from coastal local authorities interested in becoming coastal change pathfinders. Pathfinders would be able to explore some of the ideas and approaches set out in the consultation. A new coastal change fund of up to £11 million is available to support their work. Defra are also asking for views on a proposed approach to enabling local authorities to provide practical assistance to home owners experiencing complete loss of a home as a result of coastal erosion. This consultation is a key part of the Government’s wider programme of activity to support communities in adapting to flood and coastal erosion risk.  It reflects the commitment, made in the Government’s Making Space for Water Strategy, to effective management of flood and erosion risk in a sustainable manner which is climate change proofed.  The closing date for this consultation is 25 September 2009, for a web link to the consultation website see the relevant entry in ‘Consultations’ below. 

One Voice for Shipping, Ports and Maritime Business Services

An agreement has been forged between the above sectors to work together to speak on speak on key issues of mutual concern.  Initially Chaired by Michael Drayton, Chairman of the Baltic Exchange, One Voice meets quarterly and provides a forum for high level discussion and action on relevant issues.  

The chairmanship will rotate amongst the three sectors and the day to day secretariat is being delivered by the Chamber of Shipping. Participating organisations include the Baltic Exchange, the British Ports Association, the Chamber of Shipping, the Federation Council of the Institute of Chartered Shipbrokers, Maritime London and the UK Major Ports Group. For more information, including the objectives of One Voice and contact information see: One Voice website 

INTERNATIONAL NEWS

OURCOAST 

This is a three-year project commissioned by the Directorate General (DG) Environment of the European Commission to support the exchange of experience and best practice in coastal planning and management. The three-year project has a budget of €1 million. The overall aim is to ensure that lessons learned from coastal management experiences and practices will be shared and made accessible to all across Europe who are seeking sustainable solutions to coastal management, in particular around the issues of adaptation to risks and the impacts of climate change, information and communication systems, planning and land management instruments, and institutional co-ordination mechanisms. A database of 350 ICZM case studies will be developed and will be freely accessible through the EUROPA (DG Environment) official website to help to support implementation of ICZM. The project is being delivered by Arcadis and EUCC. For more information see OURCOAST web link 
A European Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region
On 10th June the European Commission published a Communication on the EU Strategy for the Baltic Region. The Strategy aims to coordinating action by Member States, regions, the EU, pan-Baltic organisations, financing institutions and non-governmental bodies to promote more balanced development of the Region. The four cornerstones of the Strategy are to make the Baltic Region more environmentally sustainable (e.g. reducing pollution in the sea); prosperous (e.g. promoting innovation in small and medium enterprises); accessible and attractive (e.g. better transport links) and safe and secure (e.g. improving accident response). For more information see: Baltic Sea web link 

2009 LIFE+ Call for Proposals
LIFE is the EU’s financial instrument supporting environmental and nature conservation projects throughout the EU, as well as in some candidate, acceding and neighbouring countries. Since 1992, LIFE has co-financed some 2,750 projects, contributing approximately €1.35 billion to the protection of the environment. Up to €250 million is available in the current funding round for co-financing of projects under three headings: nature and biodiversity; environment policy and governance; and information and communication. Project proposals should be sent to the relevant national authority no later than 15 September 2009. For more details see: 2009 Life+ website  
European Maritime Day 2010

The European Commission has just published details of how to get involved with the third European Maritime Day, which in 2010 takes place on 20th May 2010. The purpose of European Maritime Day is to highlight maritime sectors, activities and issues to help people to understand the role and range of sea-related activities and value of the crucial role the seas play in every day life. An international stakeholder conference will take place from 19th to 21st May in Gijón, Spain (see ‘Advance Notice and Calls for Papers’ below). The Commission is inviting organisations around Europe to hold events and activities and will help to publicise them. See: European Maritime Day 2010 website 


CONSULTATIONS

Ongoing

Shoreline Management Planning Consultation

The North West’s Shoreline Management Plans are currently being reviewed. For more information, and to register interest and receive information direct as a stakeholder see www.mycoastline.org 

No closing date but comments welcome while the Bill is progressing through Parliament

Draft Guidance on Part 5 of the Marine and Coastal Access Bill 

Defra, with the Welsh Assembly Government, has prepared draft guidance to accompany Part 5 of the Marine and Coastal Access Bill. These explain how it is intended the powers and duties contained in Part 5 of the Bill will be used in order to designate and protect Marine Conservation Zones (MCZs):

· Draft Guidance note on ‘Selection and designation of Marine Conservation Zones’ (Note 1)

· Draft Guidance note on ‘Duties on public authorities in relation to Marine Conservation Zones’ (Note 2)

· Draft Guidance note on ‘Conservation orders for Marine Conservation Zones’ (Note 3) 

· Draft Guidance note on ‘SSSIs and National Nature Reserves in the subtidal area’ (Note 4) 

The guidance is a 'living document' and will be subject to amendment as policy positions change and the draft Bill progresses.  For further details, including how to ensure you are notified of susequent amendments, see Defra website.
Closes 25th September 2009

Defra Consultation on Coastal Change Policy

This consultation considers how coastal communities can successfully adapt to the impacts of coastal change and the Government’s role in supporting this. The consultation also provides details of a new coastal change pathfinder programme that Defra is intending to establish See: Consultation website 

Closes 12th October 2009

CLG Consultation on a New Planning Policy on Development and Coastal Change

This consultation invites views on a new draft policy setting out a planning framework for the continuing economic and social viability of coastal communities. The policy aims to strike the right balance between economic prosperity and reducing the consequences of coastal change on communities. See: Consultation website 

Closes 31st December 2009

Consultation on Reform of the Common Fisheries Policy

The European Commission has launched a wide-ranging debate on the way that EU fisheries are managed. The aim is to gather views from all those with an interest in the future of Europe's fisheries: fishermen, fish processors, retailers, environmentalists, consumers, taxpayers – in fact, every EU citizen, on their visions for the future of Europe's fisheries and their ideas on how those visions can become reality. 
See: Consultation website
CONFERENCES AND EVENTS

Advance Notice and Calls for Papers

Submission deadline 11th September 2009 

Water and Environment 2010: CIWEM Annual Conference, 28th & 29th April 2010, London

For details on requirements and submission see: conference website 

Submission deadline 18th September 2009

13th Annual Scientific Conference of the European Elasmobranch Association, 19th – 22nd November 2009, Majorca, Spain 
For details on requirements and submission see: conference website   
Call for papers/posters will be issued in September 2009 on the Coastnet website
Littoral 2010 - Adapting to global change at the coast: Leadership, Innovation, and Investment, 21st to 23rd September 2010, Royal Geographical Society, London
Organiser: Coastnet
Ideas and proposals for the conference programme: submission deadline 30th September 2009

European Maritime Day Stakeholder Conference, 19th – 21st May 2010, Gijón, Spain
See: European Maritime Day 2010 website 

Events in the North West

Various 2009, North West

Morecambe Bay Beach Clean Dates 2009 
Details of beach clean events, including dates in July and August 2009 are now available on the Morecambe Bay Partnership website 

1st to 16th August 2009, Various North West (and national)

National Marine Week
Organiser: The Wildlife Trusts
See: Marine Week website 

11th August 2009, Manchester

Designing SUDS

Organiser: CIRIA

Contact: CIRIA website 

3rd September 2009, Manchester

Green Infrastructure in the North West Planners Workshop

Organiser: RTPI on behalf of NENW, 4NW, Mersey Forest, RTPI

See RTPI North West website 

4th September 2009, Liverpool

Green Infrastructure in the North West Planners Workshop

Organiser: RTPI on behalf of NENW, 4NW, Mersey Forest, RTPI

See RTPI North West website 

7th to 11th September 2009, Liverpool

44th European Marine Biology Symposium 2009

Organiser: University of Liverpool

See: Conference website 

19th & 20th September 2009, Various locations – see NW Beaches
Beachwatch Big Weekend

Organiser: Marine Conservation Society

See: Beachwatch Big Weekend website 
21st September 2009, venue tba
Planning and Coastal Change

Organiser: North West Coastal Forum 

Details will be available shortly on: Coastal Forum website
22nd September 2009, Liverpool

Environment 09

Organiser: Mersey Basin Campaign 
See Mersey Basin Campaign website  
22nd September 2009, Wirral
Wave and Tidal Technology Symposium (WATTS) 09

Organiser: Renewable Energy Association
See Conference website
25th September 2009, Blackpool
Councillors’ event: Putting Place Shaping at the Heart of the Corporate Agenda
Organiser: RTPI
See Conference web link
2nd to 11th October 2009, various locations around the Mersey and Ribble

Mersey Basin Week

Organiser: Mersey Basin Campaign

See Mersey Basin Campaign website 

14th October 2009, Liverpool

British Hydropower Association Annual Conference 2009: Hydro in the Driving Seat
Organiser: BHA

See: BHA Events website 

15th October 2009, Liverpool
NWDA Annual Conference and AGM 2009
Organiser: Northwest Regional Development Agency
See: NWDA website
22nd October 2009, Liverpool

BWEA31: Building an industry

Organiser BWEA

See: BWEA conference web link 

23rd October 2009, Crewe
Cheshire’s Changing Climate: Cheshire Region Biodiversity Partnership Conference 2009
Contact: Sarah Bennett, Cheshire Region Biodiversity Manager sbennett@cheshirewt.cix.co.uk  

24th October – 1st November 2009, various, Ribble Estuary area

Ribble Coast and Wetlands Walking Festival

Contact: Lesley Cryer, Action Ribble Estuary l.cryer@merseybasin.org.uk 

27th October, Liverpool
Liverpool – Urban Renaissance by the Sea
Organiser: RTPI North West
See: Conference web link 
3rd & 4th November 2009, venue tba
Coastal Engineering Solutions
Organiser: North West Coastal Forum 

Details will be available shortly on: Coastal Forum website
11th to 13th November, Blackpool

Waste Water and Integrated Urban Drainage Conference

Organiser: WAPUG

Programme and Booking details available early August see CMS
 

26th November 2009, tba, Ribble area

Ribble Forum

Organiser: Mersey Basin Campaign

Contact: Lesley Cryer, Action Ribble Estuary l.cryer@merseybasin.org.uk 

30th June & 1st July, Liverpool
BWEA Offshore Wind 2010 

Organiser: BWEA

Details available in due course on the BWEA events page  

Events in Other Areas of the UK

2nd – 5th August 2009, Isle of Man
Basking Sharks - A Global Perspective: Conservation, Management and Research

Organiser: Isle of Man Government, with Save Our Seas Foundation and the Manx Wildlife Trust
See Conference flyer pdf 
11th September 2009, Gloucester
Severn Estuary Forum 2009

Organiser: Severn Estuary Partnership 

See SEP website 
15thSeptember 2009, London
Development and Coastal Change: Consultation on Planning Policy and Guidance

Organiser: CLG and CIWEM 

Contact: Bob Earll, CMS (email: bob.earll@coastms.co.uk tel: 01531 890415 CMS website)

16th – 18th September 2009, Edinburgh
Coasts, Marine Structures and Breakwaters 2009 – Adapting to Change
Organiser: Maritime Panel of the Institution of Civil Engineers 

See ICE website 
19th & 20th September 2009, Various locations

Beachwatch Big Weekend

Organiser: Marine Conservation Society

See: Beachwatch Big Weekend website 
22nd & 23rd September 2009, Birmingham

3rd Eurpean Water & Wastewater Management Conference

Organiser: Aqua Enviro

See: Conference website  

15th October 2009, London
Earthwatch Lecture: Meeting Marine Needs

Organiser: Earthwatch Institute Europe
See: Earthwatch website
10th to 12th November 2009, Brandon, Suffolk
Protected Areas – Past, Present and Prospects
Organiser: IEEM

See: Conference website
17th & 18th November 2009, London

3rd International Tidal Energy Summit 2009
Organiser: Tidal Today

Contact: Conference website 
19th & 20thNovember 2009, London

Inaugural Annual Conference of the International Journal of Neighbourhood Renewal 

Organiser: Holden Publishing

For more details contact: neighbourhoodjournal@googlemail.com
25th November 2009, London

Marine Strategy Framework Directive

Organiser: CMS  
Programme available in August on CMS website  
 
2nd & 3rd December 2009, Portsmouth

UK Maritime Heritage Forum
Organiser: National Maritime Museum

See: UK Maritime Heritage Forum web link
27th January 2010, London
CIWEM Rivers and Coastal Group Annual Conference   

Organiser: CMS

See Details available in September on CMS website  and via CIWEM website
2nd & 3rd February 2010, London
World Wetlands Day   

Organiser: CMS

Details available in September on CMS website  
4th March 2010, London

BWEA Wave & Tidal 2010 

Organiser: BWEA

See: BWEA conference web link 

Events Overseas

August 29th to September 4th 2009, Dublin

ECSA Symposium 45: Estuarine Goods And Services
Organiser:  Estuarine & Coastal Sciences Association 

See ECSA website
21st to 25th September 2009, Berlin, Germany
2009 ICES Annual Science Conference
Organiser: International Council for the Exploration of the Sea (ICES)

See ICES website 

21st to 25th September 2009, Venice, Italy
OceanObs’09 – Ocean Information for Society: sustaining the benefits, realizing the potential
Organiser: IOC/UNESCO and ESA
See OceanObs'09 website 
24th & 25th September 2009, Palma de Mallorca, Spain

Conference Ecomediterránea: Towards a Sustainable Management of the Mediterranean Sea
Organiser: Conselleria of Environment of the Illes Balears
See: Conference website 
29th & 30th September 2009, Lille, France
International Conference - Water Framework Directive: Emerging Challenges

Organiser: A Joint CIWEM/EWA/ASTEE Conference
See CIWEM website 
26th to 30th October 2009, Havana, Cuba

ColacMarCuba 2009: 13th Latin American Congress on Marine Sciences (COLACMAR) and the 8th Cuban Congress on Marine Sciences (MarCuba’2009) 

Organiser: Latin American Association of Marine Sciences Investigators (ALICMAR) and the Cuban National Oceanographic Committee (NOC)
See: Conference website 

2nd – 6th November 2009, Stralsund, Germany
2nd International Conference on Progress in Marine Conservation in Europe 2009

Organiser: Federal Agency for Nature Conservationin cooperation with the German Oceanographic Museum
See Habitat Mare website 
8th – 13th November 2009, Curitiba, Brazil 

9th International Conference on Artificial Reefs and Related Aquatic Habitats - 9th CARAH

Organiser: National organising committee with Associação MarBrasil and ADN Eventos
See: 9th CARAH website   
2nd to 4th December 2009, Tunisia

Best Environmental Practices in Coastal and Maritime Engineering

Organiser: Pôle Mer PACA and the Centre Français du Littoral Association
See: Conference flyer pdf  
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