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Integrated Coastal Zone Management Update
COASTAL FORUM NEWS
Coastal Forum Contact Details Change

4NW - The Regional Leaders Forum (www.4nw.org.uk)  - was launched with effect from 15th July 2008 and replaces the North West Regional Assembly. As a result our email contact details have changed. The postal address remains the same but the organisation name should be changed from ‘NWRA’ to ‘4NW’. Our new email addresses are below:

North West Coastal Forum: Caroline Salthouse tel: 01942 776941 email: caroline.salthouse@4nw.org.uk
North West Coastal Trail: Dave Perry tel: 01942 737910 email: david.perry@4nw.org.uk
Bridging the Gap between Land and Sea – the NW Regional Coastal Strategy Consultation
In July the Forum’s Management Board approved the production of a Regional Coastal Strategy for North West England. This is a non-statutory document intended to provide a high-level framework for integrated action on coastal issues. The public consultation on the draft strategy closed on 19th December and a summary of responses will be published early in the new year, however feedback indicates that the production of a Regional Coastal Strategy is broadly welcomed. The aim is to have a finalised strategy in place in time to influence the development of the new Regional Strategy in early 2009. Creation of a Regional Coastal Strategy for the North West is the first step in a process of delivering a more sustainable future for our coastal areas. The RCS has a long term vision to 2032, underpinned by outcomes which act as drivers for action. It will be reviewed every 5 years and a biennial review of relevant actions being undertaken by organisations across the region will be undertaken by the North West Coastal Forum to monitor progress. This will be published to coincide with the standing biennial Regional Coastal Conferences organised by the North West Coastal Forum, the next one of which is due to take place in 2010.

Liverpool Shortlisted for Marine Management Organisation HQ

The North West Coastal Forum has been working with other regional partners to progress a bid, being led by The Mersey Partnership, to achieve a Liverpool location for the Headquarters of the new Marine Management Organisation which is being set up as a result of the impending Marine Bill. The other shortlisted areas are: Carrick, East Riding of Yorkshire, Great Yarmouth / Lowestoft, London, Plymouth and Tyneside. The MMO team visited the North West on 25th November and we hope to hear the outcome before Christmas.
North West Coastal Trail Strategic Positioning and Business Case
This report by Peter Scott Planning Services Ltd demonstrates the complementarity and strong ‘strategic fit’ between proposals for the North West Coastal Trail and relevant national, regional and sub-regional policies and emphasises opportunities for Coastal Trail programmes to deliver, or support the delivery of, partner organisations’ programmes and projects in an integrated and cost-effective

manner. It presents a robust business case for developing the Coastal Trail and related

programmes, by showing how these can maximise economic, environmental and social

benefits and contribute to the region’s sustainable development. The work was carried out as part of the Natural Economy Northwest programme with funding from 4NW and NENW.
North West Coastal Trail Branding Strategy and Brand Application Guidelines Manual

Rural Innovation are the consultants chosen to develop the branding strategy for the North West Coastal Trail. Work began in early February on a marketing audit to identify the current branding and marketing activity along the North West coast. This included an analysis of local and sub-regional strategies and action plans, the collection of examples of all existing brand identities and the identification of the relevant organisations involved in delivering this activity. Two consultation workshops were held in May and feedback from the workshops was used to develop the final brand identity. The Strategy and Brand Application Guidelines have now been produced. 
Shoreline Management Planning – A New Role for the North West Coastal Forum 
The North West Coastal Forum has recently taken on the role of Secretariat for the Liverpool Bay Coastal Sub-group and will be undertaking additional work for North West and North Wales Coastal Group, including helping with ongoing stakeholder engagement in SMP2 (see consultation section below) and organising a coastal defence conference during 2009.
Sharing North West Experience with the East of England

The North West Coastal Forum was invited by the East of England Coastal Initiative to present at the East of England Coastal Conference (Lowestoft, October 13th) our experience of a regional coastal forum in terms of what has worked well how we have used the Forum to influence policy such as Regional Spatial Strategy. East of England is considering setting up a similar initiative. See East of England Coastal Initiative
Coastal Renaissance in North West England 

Our biennial coastal conference held in June was the biggest and busiest ever, with 140 delegates attending (maximum capacity of the venue) and many more awaiting cancellations. We were the first event to be held in the newly opened Midland Hotel in Morecambe during its opening week. Chaired by award-winning writer and broadcaster, Professor Chris Baines, and opened by Cllr Keith Budden, the Right Worshipful the Mayor of the City of Lancaster, an impressive list of speakers included Dr John Pugh, MP for Southport, who reported on the CLG Committee report on Coastal Towns and the Government's response. The full-day conference was followed by 3 equally well-attended field trips. For more details, including pictures, see conference news story. The event was sponsored by United Utilities, Lancaster City Council and the North West Regional Assembly with Sefton Borough Council, Blackpool Borough Council and Wyre Borough Council providing very valuable in-kind support.
UPCOMING WORK
A Qualitative and Quantitative Assessment of Socio-economic & Environmental Issues and Opportunities for Coastal Communities in North West England
4NW and the North West Coastal Forum are inviting tenders for research to establish a base-line picture of the region’s coastal communities, both large and small, their socio-economic and environmental value, issues and opportunities. The research will also determine whether there are distinctive features of coastal communities compared to similar communities inland and explore examples of value added through intervention from within the region and elsewhere. This research will be used to provide an evidence base for future regional policy. The tender deadline is Wednesday 14th January 1 p.m. For details see: 4NW weblink 

Interreg: work is ongoing on North West Coastal Forum input into two EU funding bids: SUSTAIN and the Irish Sea Region Platform: 
SUSTAIN – to be submitted for Interreg IVC funding - seeks to develop sustainability criteria for the coast. During an earlier Interreg IIIC project, CoPraNet, (2004-06), a set of milestones for sustainable tourism was developed. Many of the partners have subsequently realized that these milestones could form the cornerstone for the development of a set of criteria which would go beyond the scope of tourism to embrace sustainability as a whole and meet the challenges of the renewed EU Sustainable Development Strategy. SUSTAIN therefore sets out to build on the work done under CoPraNet and to define and assess an agreed set of sustainability indicators, applicable to all coastal member states of the EU, which can effectively measure the overall sustainability of our coasts. The North West Coastal Forum is working closely with Sefton Council to develop a North West region input to this bid.
The Irish Sea Region Platform – this is an ambitious project to establish long-term joint working and co-operation on regional sea issues between the organisations and administrations around the Irish Sea. A bid to Interreg IVB is being used to kickstart the initiative, which is being co-ordinated by NWDA. Working with Sefton Council and Bangor University the North West Coastal Forum hopes to contribute to the climate change at the coast work component, running a series of adaptation workshops around the Irish Sea.
IEMA North West Workshop: The Forum is working with the regional branch of the Institute of Environmental Management and Assessment to hold an event focussing on the Marine Bill and Shoreline Management Planning in Spring 2009

OTHER NEWS

Marine and Coastal Access Bill Update

The Bill received its second reading in the House of Lords on 15th December. To keep track of progress see http://www.defra.gov.uk/marine/legislation/index.htm which also includes a direct link to the Parliament website detailing the status of the legislation.

Marine Spatial Planning in Europe

On 25th November 2008 the European Commission adopted The Communication on a  Roadmap for Maritime Spatial Planning: Achieving common principles in the EU This gives information on current maritime spatial planning practices in EU Member States and other countries, outlines the instruments which impact upon marine spatial planning and sets out key principles underpinning marine spatial planning. The roadmap is seen as an important product of the EU's new Integrated Maritime Policy, which the Commission launched in October 2007. See European Maritime Affairs weblink 
The Financial Benefits of Working in Partnership at the Coast
DEFRA, in partnership with the Local Government Association’s Special Interest Group on Coastal Issues and the Coastal Partnerships Working Group, commissioned a study to assess the benefits to partners of working in partnership at the coast, where possible quantifying these benefits in financial terms. The report and executive summary were published in July 2008 and are available to download from the following links: Project Final Report (PDF - 2.1 MB); Executive Summary - ‘Profiting from Partnership – Putting a price on member benefits’ (PDF - 960 KB) 

Inshore Fisheries

£5million is now available from Government for a decommissioning scheme for inshore fishermen. This scheme is targeted at those who have been catching particularly pressured quota stocks and who wish to leave the inshore fleet. The funding will support them through the decommissioning process. The deadline for bids is 16th January 2009. The aim is to protect livelihoods and the future of the inshore fleet.  For more information see Defra weblink.
Offshore Renewables Round 3 Grid Study Report
The Crown Estate has published its findings into the potential for offshore grid connections for Round 3 windfarms. The study was commissioned to identify an indicative set of offshore and onshore transmission network reinforcements needed to connect up to 25 GW of offshore wind generation by 2020 and to identify the extent and costs of the work necessary to provide optimised transmission connections for the Round 3 zones, one of which is off the West Cumbrian coast. For more information see Crown Estate weblink 
Socio-economic Indicators of Marine-related Activities in the UK Economy 

This is a new report from the Crown Estate, produced in conjunction with APB and Oil & Gas UK. The principle findings are that the marine economy contributes £50 billion to UK GDP – around 6-6.8% of the overall economy, providing 890,000 jobs - and the UK is now leading the world in offshore wind energy production with an installed capacity by 2011 of 1,645 MW. The bulk of inward freight still arrives by ship – 426 million tonnes per annum compared to only 2.2 million tonnes of air freight, and the UK is the thirteenth largest oil and gas producer in the world. Peter Barham, Sustainable Development Manager for Associated British Ports and Chairman of the Seabed User and Developer Group, said: “This report is essential reading for anyone looking to understand the importance and value of marine industries to both the UK economy and the environment. In addition, it is a valuable document for anyone who needs to communicate the importance and complexity of reconciling environmental objectives and economic growth.” See Crown Estate weblink  for further information and to download a copy of the report 
Bathing Water Quality in 2008

The Environment Agency has published a briefing note on bathing water quality for 2008 showing that 97% of bathing waters in England and Wales met the mandatory standard, with 72% meeting the higher EC guideline standard. See Environment Agency briefing note.
Venice Platform Declaration

On 28th November at the Littoral 2008 conference in Italy, 28 maritime, marine and coastal organisations and networks committed to the creation a common European platform to create improved dialogue and cooperation between existing maritime, marine and coastal networks which represent stakeholders in the fields of science, technology, industry, management, policy and users of the coastal and marine environment. The Venice Platform will support future EU maritime policy and help to develop interactions between Member States, regional authorities, the research community, industry and other stakeholders. The Declaration has the following objectives: 

· providing a forum for dialogue with the Commission on the development and implementation of maritime policy 

· providing a forum for dialogue with the Commission on the development and implementation of an underlying maritime research policy supporting the necessary funding mechanisms, specialised infrastructure, data collection and information management and capacity building essential to manage our on-going relationship with the oceans and seas
· taking better advantage of the widespread and diverse knowledge, experience and information that exists in the European communities of maritime, marine and coastal professionals; the Platform will therefore foster cooperation and sharing of networking activities, aiming in particular at transferring knowledge, experience and information across existing networks.
EUCC – Coastal & Marine Union, with the support of ENCORA and CORILA, is serving as the provisional Secretariat with 4 regional nodes: Leiden (EUCC International), Venice (CORILA), Barcelona (EUCC Mediterranean Centre), and Warnemünde (EUCC Germany). For more information see: http://www.eucc.net/veniceplatform/ 
Sustainable development and local decision-making case studies

The Sustainable Development Commission (SDC) and the Improvement and Development Agency (IDeA) have published a series of case studies on how local authorities and their partners can tackle the challenge of putting sustainable development at the heart of local decision-making processes. 

One of the case studies demonstrates partnership working and sustainability appraisal in Cumbria. For more information see: Sustainable Development Commission weblink
Jellyfish in the Irish Sea

The Universities of Cork and Swansea are collaborating on an EU cross-border project, EcoJel, which investigate the effects of increased jellyfish populations, caused by issues such as climate change and over-fishing, on aquaculture, tourism and fisheries. This will enable broad-scale assessment of the ecosystem role of jellyfish in the Irish Sea with a view to informing regional sea management. A key part of the project is to establish a campaign to raise awareness of jellyfish and members of the public will be able to get involved. Dr Ruth Callaway, EcoJel project manager, said: “The tags will be attached to the jellyfish and will record information such as water temperature and depth. As the lifespan of a jellyfish is about a year, once it dies the tag will be washed ashore with the body. We hope that members of the public will find the tags and send them to us for analysis.”
See Weblink for more.

Sea Change at Blackpool
The creation of the Tower Festival Headland in Blackpool will be backed by £4 million of funding from the Department of Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS). The money is part of the Government's Sea Change programme and will help provide a new outdoor performance and events space to boost Blackpool's ambitions to become the UK's 'capital of dance'. The project is supported by Blackpool Council, ReBlackpool, Defra and the NWDA. 
Fylde Sand Dunes Management

Lancashire Wildlife Trust and Fylde Borough Council have set up a project, funded in its first year by the Aggregates Levy Sustainabilty Fund, to manage the dune system from Lytham St. Annes to Starr Gate in Blackpool. The aim is to improve the ecological condition of the dunes and associated coastal habitats and to strengthen their value as a natural sea defence. The project enables the local community to take part in volunteering and has an education programme including school visits, on-site interpretation and guided walks. For more details contact Anne Heslop, the project officer, on 07595 233424 or aheslop@lancswt.org.uk.
Marine Climate Change Impacts Partnership news

For news from the Marine Climate Change Impacts Partnership on Seabird failure, Marine Climate Change Adaptation Survey and other news and events see MCCIP  
New Marine Conservation Society Report

In October the Marine Conservation Society launched its Silent Seas report. The report highlights the need to protect our marine environment to avoid an ecological disaster, documenting issues such as over-fishing, coastal pollution and inadequate habitat protection. See Silent Seas 

Bottom of Form

Tour of Britain 2008

On the 14th September the final 110km stage of the Tour of Britain 2008 saw cyclists race along the North West coast from the Sandcastle on Blackpool’s South Promenade, via Lytham and St Annes and Southport through to the finish on the Strand, by the Three Graces on the Liverpool waterfront. This is the 3rd time Blackpool has featured on the Tour of Britain route, making it one of the most popular locations outside London for the race.

Making Links

The UK Sand Dune and Shingle Network has set up a new project running for two years from September 2008.  The project focuses on the important role that ‘links’ golf courses can play in the conservation of dune landscapes and wildlife. By networking and exchange of experience between key stakeholders including links managers and representatives of the golf governing bodies, researchers, engineers, government agencies and NGOs the aim is to improve the dune management practices on golf courses which occur in dune systems. Outputs include a golf links symposium, research publications and study tours and workshops to train and develop skills. For more information see the UK Sand Dune and Shingle Network website  
Golfers' paradise on Northwest coast
A brochure on England's Golf Coast has been published to coincide with The Open Championship that was held at Royal Birkdale, Southport in July. Around 200,000 golf fans from all over the world converged on Birkdale which is one of the three Royal links courses featured in the brochure, along with Liverpool and Lytham St Annes. Other courses across Merseyside, Lancashire, Cheshire and Cumbria are also included, along with details on golfing breaks - an industry that has a £10 million-a-year impact on the local economy. More information
'A Visit to Another Place' Photography Competition – closing date Friday 16th January 2009

Crosby Beach in Sefton is now the permanent home of Antony Gormley’s famous artwork ‘Another Place’. Sefton Council is running a major photography competition for amateur photographers to celebrate the popular success of this artwork. Entries can be made in three age groups: under 11; 11-17 years and 18 years and over.  Winners will receive photographic vouchers worth £225, with runners-up receiving £100 in vouchers. Photographs can be submitted electronically in Jpeg format (no more than 1MB) or in print, un-mounted, and no larger than A4. Please visit Sefton's website for further details.

And Finally… Coastal Management in Action?

The Open University and the Crown Estate have developed an interactive game to enable people to test how easy is it to balance the needs of the economy, the environment and the population living by the sea. See Coastal Manager
CONSULTATIONS

Ongoing

Shoreline Management Planning Consultation

The North West’s Shoreline Management Plans are currently being reviewed. For more information, and to register interest and receive information direct as a stakeholder see www.mycoastline.org, click on 'Have your say' and follow the links through to stage one (online questionnaire). 

Closes 19th February 2009

Amendment to the Marine Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2007

The UK Government is seeking views on a proposal to amend to the Marine Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2007 (‘Marine Works  Regulations’) to include dredging for marine minerals in harbour areas in England and Wales. Views are also sought on the transposition of the Habitats Directive in England and Wales in respect of marine works and marine mineral dredging in harbours. The consultation closes on 19th February 2009. See Defra weblink.
Closes 22nd June 2009

River Basin District River Basin Management Plan Consultation – North West, Dee and Solway Tweed River Basin Districts

The public consultation on the draft River Basin District River Basin Management Plans was launched on the Environment Agency website on 22nd December 2008 and will run for 6 months. See weblink 
CONFERENCES AND EVENTS

14 - 15 January 2009 

Improved water quality through good agricultural practices
International AGWAPLAN conference (EU life project to facilitate the practical implementation of the EU Water Framework Directive (WFD) at farm level as well as at catchments level). For further details see  weblink
20th& 21st January, London

Coastal Futures 2009 - Review and Future Trends 

Organiser: CMS

Contact: CMS website   
22nd January 2009, London  

CIWEM Rivers & Coastal Group Winter Conference Flooding & Water Bill – Realising the Opportunity 

Organiser: CMS
Contact: CMS website   
10th February 2009, London   

World Wetlands Day Conference 2009 - Setting out the Wetland Agenda
Organiser: A joint CIWEM & CMS conference
Contact: CMS website   
11th February 2009 – SOAS, London  

The Water Framework Directive River Basin Management Plans: Responding to the Consultation - Stakeholder Views

Organiser: A joint CIWEM & CMS conference
Contact: CMS website   
25 February 2009, Barrow-in-Furness 

The Morecambe Bay Partnership's AGM & Annual Conference
Contact: see MPB website   

February 25th 2009, Hull
Hidden worlds beneath the waves: Engaging people with undersea landscapes
Organiser: CoastNET and The Wildlife Trusts 

Contact: see  Wildlife Trusts' Living Seas website
April 13th to 18th, 2009, Lisbon, Portugal 
10th International Coastal Symposium (ICS 2009)
Organiser: e-Geo - Geography and Regional Planning Research Centre of the Universidade Nova de Lisboa and the Coastal Education & Research Foundation

Contact: For more information please visit Conference website (Registration Until 13th of March '09)

April 29 & 30th, London

CIWEM Annual Conference – Water and the Global Environment  

Organiser: CIWEM

Contact: see CMS weblink
May/June 2009 (date tbc), London
CIWEM/CLG Conference: New Planning Policy to Manage Coastal Erosion Risk - a new PPS to replace PPG20 (Coastal Planning)
Organiser: CIWEM and CLG - NB this conference will be part of the consultation undertaken by CLG
Contact: Bob Earll, CMS (email: bob.earll@coastms.co.uk tel: 01531 890415)

Various 2009, North West

Morecambe Bay Beach Clean Dates 2009 
Details of beach clean events, including dates in February, March, April and May 2009 are now available on the Morecambe Bay Partnership website 


Various 2009, National

Beachwatch Surveys

The dates for the next Marine Conservation Society Beachwatch Surveys are 27th and 28th December  2008, 14th and 15th March, and 27th to 28th June, 2009. 
Contact: see http://www.adoptabeach.org.uk for more details.

August 10th-14th, 2009, Stralsund, Germany 
2nd International Conference on Progress in Marine Conservation in Europe 2009 
Organiser: Hosted by the Federal Agency for Nature Conservation in cooperation with the German Oceanographic Museum (DMM)

Contact: see Habitatmare website
September 22nd 2009, Liverpool

Environment 09

Organiser: Mersey Basin Campaign

Contact: further details will be posted in due course – see www.merseybasin.org.uk 
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